
2017-2018 AP US History Overview 

The following is an overview of the AP United States History course.  You will find information regarding textbooks, an 
overview of each unit with specific learning objectives and information regarding summer work.  Please read through 
this document and sign the last page regarding the school policy for completion of summer work.  This page should be 
returned to guidance prior to the end of the school year. 

I look forward to working with each of the students and helping to prepare them for the AP Test that will be 
administered in May 2018.  If you have any questions regarding the assignments or the course please feel free to email 
me at nardinej@gilbertschool.org. 

____________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Advanced Placement United States History 

Textbook:  American History: Connecting with the Past, 15th edition by Alan Brinkley       (ISBN:  978-0-02-136299-8) 

 

Primary Sources:  (Note:  multiple readings will come from the following sources, but many other  primary sources are 
included in the course of study as well and will be included in each unit.) 

• Dudley, William and John C. Chalberg, eds.  Opposing Viewpoints in American History: From Colonial Times to 
Reconstruction, Volume1. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

• Dudley, William and John C. Chalberg, eds.  Opposing Viewpoints in American History: From Reconstruction to 
the Present, Volume 2. Farmington Hills, MI: Greenhaven Press, 2006. 

• Stacy, Jason and Stephen Heller.  Documenting United States History: Themes, Concepts and Skills for the AP 
Course.  New York:  Bedford/St. Martin’s.  2016. 

 

Secondary Sources:  (Note: Various excerpts are pulled from the titles below.) 

• Davidson, James West and Mark Hamilton Lytle.  After The Fact: The Art of Historical Detection.  4th ed. New 
York: McGraw-Hill, 2000. 

• Foner, Eric. Reconstruction: America’s Unfinished Revolution, 1863-1877. New York : Harper Perennial Modern 
Classics, 2014. 

• McPherson, James. Battle Cry of Freedom: The Civil War Era. New York: Oxford University Press, 2003. 
• Merrill, Dennis and Thomas Paterson.  Major Problems in American Foreign Relations, Volume II: Since 1914.  7th 

edition.  California:  Wadsworth Cengage Learning, 2010. 
• Morgan, Edmund. The Birth of the Republic, 1763-89. 4th ed. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 2013. 

 

Course Overview: 

AP United States History will be taught as a full-year course and will cover American history from the Pre-Columbian 
period to the present.   In order to prepare students to take the AP US History Test in May, they will complete a 
substantial amount of reading each day, whether from their college level textbook, articles or online sources.  Students 
will also be exposed to a wide range of primary and secondary sources, as well as various interpretations of historians. 
Using historical content and historical thinking skills, students will engage in discussions, jigsaws, debates, and role-
playing activities.  There is also strong emphasis on critical reading and historical writing to prepare for the AP test.   



While the course will follow a chronological structure supported by the textbook and AP U.S. History curriculum 
framework, the following themes will also be interwoven throughout each unit: 

• American and National Identity 
• Work, Exchange and Technology 
• Culture and Society 
• Politics and Power 
• America in the World  
• Geography and Environment 
• Migration and Settlement 

 

 

Historical Thinking Skills: 

As we move through the course, students will engage in “the work of the discipline” using skills used by professional 
historians.  Chronological reasoning will be important for students to see patterns of continuity and change over time.  
Students will also analyze historical evidence in order to create and support historical arguments.   By developing these 
skills students will be able to form a clear thesis and use relevant historical evidence to support their claim.  Solid 
historical thinking skills will allow students to move away from basic content knowledge to become more evaluative and 
analytical thinkers and writers. By examining primary source documents as a major component of the course students 
will learn the nuances of the period while preparing to use these new skills to complete the DBQ portion of the AP Test. 

 

Grading: 

Grading for this AP United States History course will be calculated the following basis: 

Unit Tests and Major Assignments 30% 

Writing Assessments 25% 

Homework/Personal Responsibility 25% 

Classwork/Participation 20% 

 

Students will earn points for essays, DBQs, journal responses, document analysis tasks, homework, quizzes, tests, in-
class practice responses, graded discussions including jigsaws and debates, presentations, as well as overall class 
participation/preparedness.  Each task will be assigned possible points based on the length and complexity.  Students 
will earn points based on their accuracy, effort and completeness of the assignment.     

 

 
 
 
 

  



Unit 1:  European Arrival and Settlement    (4 weeks)  

Period 1 - 1491-1607                   

Essential Questions:   
 

• How did different native societies adapt to and transform their environments? 
• What factors contributed to the discovery and colonization of the New World by the European powers? 
• How did 1492 set the pattern of relations between European and Native-American culture? 
• What was the effect of the Columbian exchange? How did this set a pattern of relations between different 

cultures? 
 

Students will: 

• examine maps and identify ways in which native groups were influenced by geographic and environmental 
factors.  (GEO-1)  

• compare and contrast the various native groups that were in North America prior to Columbus’ arrival noting 
cooperation and conflict between groups. 

• read the Iroquois Constitution and discuss why such an agreement would be made among tribes. 
• take notes on the various European countries and their reasons for exploration. 
• examine two different works of art depicting Columbus’ arrival in the New World.  They will work in pairs to 

identify and explain the perspective of each artist. 
• examine diagrams of the Columbian Exchange and begin to articulate the impact each side had on the other. 
• read de Las Casas and discuss in pairs historical accuracy and improbabilities.  

 

 

Period 2 – 1607 – 1754  

Essential Questions:   
 

• What conditions plagued the early settlement in Jamestown?  What saved the colony? 
• How did conflict over resources lead to wars between settlers and Native Americans?  What were the outcomes 

of these various wars? 
• How did the regional differences in the early British colonies impact their development? 
• Why were the colonies able to develop their own economies and governmental systems throughout the 1600s? 
• Compare and contrast the ideas of the The Great Awakening and the Enlightenment?  How did each impact the 

colonies? 
• How did Europeans, Native Americans and Africans create a “new world?” 

 

Students will: 

• compare and contrast the Mayflower Compact and A Model of Christian Charity. 
• read about the Stono Rebellion and discuss how that event lead to ever strengthening laws restricting slave 

rights. 
• participate in a jigsaw examining conflicts of the early colonies, including Bacon’s Rebellion, King Phillip’s War 

and the Salem Witch Trials. 
• read Sinners in the Hands of an Angry God and compare and contrast the ideas and impact of the Great 

Awakening to the ideas and impact of the Enlightenment. 



• read Second Treatise on Civil Government and make connections to prior learning of the creation of the 
Declaration of Independence. 
 

UNIT 2: American Identity and Nationhood   (3 weeks) 

Part I: American Identity 

Essential Questions:  

• How did the results of the French and Indian War precipitate the American Revolution? 
• What were the causes of the American Revolution?  Was the war justified? 
• What were the arguments for and against the revolution? 
• To what extent did the idea of “Republican Motherhood” change the role of women in society and politics? 

 

Students will: 

• analyze the meaning of the “Join or Die” political cartoon. 
• examine a map and  discuss the effects of the Proclamation of 1763. 
• watch excerpts of the John Adams HBO miniseries – segments to include the Boston Massacre, meetings of the 

Second Continental Congress and the vote to declare independence from Britain. 
• write historical arguments answering whether the American Revolution was inevitable and finding accurate 

evidence to support their arguments. 
 

Part II: Nationhood 

Essential Questions:  

• What were the successes and failures of the Articles of Confederation? 
• How did Shays’ Rebellion impact the formation of a new government? 
• Did the Constitution uphold the ideals of the American Revolution? 
• What obstacles did Federalists face in the ratification process? 
• How did Alexander Hamilton’s plan impact the young country? 
• Why did the two-party system develop and how did it impact the nation? 

 

Students will:  

• read excerpts of the Articles of Confederation and identify key strengths and weaknesses. 
• engage in a silent debate between Daniel Shays and Samuel Adams to argue the merits of the Shays’ Rebellion. 
• discuss the works of Federalists and Anti-Federalists and decide who makes a better case.   
• read George Washington’s Farewell Address and discuss if and how Americans have strayed from his advice. 
• use the Constitution and discuss in pairs whether the Alien and Sedition Acts were Constitutional. 
• read excerpts from A People’s History of the United States by Howard Zinn and A Patriot’s History by Schweikert 

and Allen to analyze how each views the Whiskey Rebellion.  They will compare this to Shays’ Rebellion. 
• create a presentation for their classmates after reading The Birth of the Republic, 1763-1789 by Edmund Morgan 

and how the actions of colonial leaders influenced the outcome of the American Revolution.  

 
 
 



UNIT 3: Growing Economy and Democracy   (4 weeks) 
Period:  1800 - 1848 

 
Part I: The Growing Economy  
Period: 1800-1828 
 

Essential Questions:  

• How did territorial expansion contribute to the rise of American nationalism? 
• How did Supreme Court decisions of the Marshall Court increase the strength and influence of the federal 

government? 
• What role did Congress play in the development of American industry during the so-called Era of Good Feelings? 
• Did the first industrial revolution accelerate nationalism or widen sectional differences? 
• Upon which group did the Industrial Revolution have the greatest impact? 

 

Students will:  

• debate the legality of John Adams Supreme Court justices in relation to the ruling in Marbury v. Madison 
• examine maps of territorial expansion under Thomas Jefferson; they will compare and contrast that map to one 

depicting the Missouri Compromise. 
• analyze the Monroe Doctrine and predict how it will be viewed by foreign nations. 

 

 

Part II: Jacksonian America  and Reform          

Period 1828 – 1848 

Essential Questions: 

• To what extent was the republic democratic during the Age of Jackson? 
• What are the strengths and limitations of the social reform movement of the Age of Jackson? 
• In what ways did the conflicts over nullification and the bank point to the larger sectional, economic, and 

political tensions in the Jacksonian Era?  
• To what extent did the Age of Reform change America? 

 

Students will:  

• analyze artwork such as Thomas Cole’s …Crawford Notch and make comparisons to Transcendentalists. 
• read Henry L. Watson’s  Liberty and Power, and identify common characteristics as seen in Hofstadter’s writings. 
• create presentations with a partner on the successes and/or failures of various movements and explain how it fit 

into broader patterns of antebellum reform. 
• discuss social changes that set the stage for the Second Great Awakening. 
• analyze the documents in groups and complete an organizer for each prior to writing their individual DBQ 

response. 

         
 

                               



 
                              UNIT 4: Sectionalism, War and Recovery       (3 weeks)                                           
Period:  1844 - 1877 
 
Part I: Rising Sectionalism Leads America to Civil War   
 
Period: 1844-1861 
 

Essential Questions:  

• How did migration to America’s west affect settlement patterns of the United States? 
• To what extent did Manifest Destiny increase conflict over territorial expansion and lead to the Mexican War? 
• What events and issues led to the creation of the Republican Party? 
• Why did attempts at compromise fail in the 1850s? 
• What were the economic and political arguments in support of slavery? 

 

Students will:  

• examine maps of territory gained through the Mexican War 
• analyze a map of the Kansas-Nebraska Act 
• debate the justification of abolitionists’ actions in the 1850s, including William Lloyd Garrison and John Brown 
• read and discuss the results of the Dred Scott case. 
• Discuss the role of economic interdependence by comparing and contrasting the industrialized North and the 

slave-dependent plantation South. 
• analyze a map of the election of 1860 and develop a thesis statement identifying the important of the results of 

the election. 
• engage in a roundtable discussion of Uncle Tom’s Cabin and its impact on tensions in the country. 

 

 

Part II: Civil War and Reconstruction   
Period: 1861-1877 
 

Essential Questions:  

• To what extent did the Civil War transform American beliefs about society, politics and the economy? 
• How did the Emancipation Proclamation lead to an increased role of African Americans in the war effort? 
• How did the Gettysburg Address change the purpose of the war? 
• To what extent did the Civil War modernize America? 
• What were the social and political effects of Radical Reconstruction in the South? 

 

Students will:  

• participate in a close read of The Emancipation Proclamation 
• watch clips from Ken Burns’ The Civil War 
• examine a chart of military advantages and disadvantages of North and South 
• read and analyze the Reconstruction Amendments and identify results of each one 



• discover and discuss the factors that demonstrated modernization during the war, including weapons and 
tactics, medicine and photography 

• watch the video Glory and identify contributions of freed and newly freed African Americans to the war effort.  
• discuss the dissonance between Reconstruction goals and measures implemented (e.g., the ratified 

amendments) and the actual experiences of African Americans during this era 
 

 

                                      UNIT 5: The Gilded Age and Progressivism      (3 weeks) 
Period:  1865 - 1914 

 
Part I: The Gilded Age    
Period 1865 - 1900 
 

Essential Questions:  

• How did the growth of railroads contribute to conflict with Native Americas? 
• What factors drove America’s industrial expansion in the late nineteenth and early twentieth centuries? 
• Was the “American Dream” a myth or a reality during the Gilded Age? 
• What problems resulted from rapid urbanization and how did urban governments respond to these problems? 
• How successful was the labor movement in addressing the abuses of the Gilded Age? 
• How did the rise of mass consumption affect leisure and entertainment? 
• What was the relationship between immigration and urbanization in the late 19th century? 

 

Students will:  

• analyze the painting “American Progress” by John Gast and discuss the purpose and impact of this work. 
• examine various maps of westward expansion to compare and contrast the changes at different periods. 
• read the Dawes Act and discuss how it was the result of the Indian Wars. 
• discuss how other western historians have challenged Frederick Jackson Turner’s view of the west. 
• analyze various political cartoons – subjects to include Chinese Exclusion Act, Quota Act, and Boss Tweed. 
• examine immigration statistics and discuss their impact on America 
• read Andrew Carnegie and Henry George’s perspectives of industrialization and debate which more is more 

accurate. 
 

Part II:  The Progressive Era     

Essential Questions: 

• What changes to politics and government did Progressive reformers advocate at the local, state and federal 
levels?   

• How did the government change as a result of reform? 
• What “moral” crusades did progressives undertake in their efforts to reform the social order? 

 

Students will:  

• read an excerpt from The Jungle  and engage in a full class discussion. 
• discuss various legislation of the Progressive Era. 



• watch Triangle Shirtwaist Factory Fire video and discuss how this tragedy brought about reform. 
• evaluate the ideas of Booker T. Washington and W.E.B. DuBois on how to achieve equality for African Americans 
• compare and contrast the reform movement of the Progressive Era with the reform movements of the 

Jacksonian Era to determine which was more successful. 
• watch Khan Academy online lecture Socialism and discuss why some Americans were attracted to Socialism. 

 

 

                                          UNIT 6:  America on the World Stage        (5 weeks)            
Period:  1890 – 1920 

 
Part I: Imperialism     
 
Essential Questions:  

• How and why did the U.S. become an imperial power? 
• To what extent were American imperial efforts similar to and different from European imperialism? 
• How did the Spanish-American War change America’s relationship with the rest of the world? 

 

Students will:  

• discuss westward expansion studied in the last chapter and explain why that was America’s first imperial 
venture. 

• watch part 1 of the video America Becomes a World Power in order to build some background knowledge about 
the imperial drive around the world at the time.  They will color in a map of U.S. acquisitions. 

• in small groups select a piece of America’s “empire” and create a presentation for the class explaining how and 
why that particular region fell under American influence. 

• examine examples of yellow journalism and discuss its role in the Spanish-American War. 
• analyze political cartoons from the period 
• evaluate the reasons for supporting and opposing imperialism and debate who was more right. 
• analyze and discuss what role the acquisition of natural resources has played in U.S. foreign policy decisions 

since the late nineteenth century. 
 

 

Part II:  The Great War    

Period:  1914 - 1918 

Essential Questions: 

• How did Woodrow Wilson and his administration mobilize the nation for war? 
• How did U.S. participation in WWI affect the nation’s economy and society both during and after the war? 
• What were the reasons, and consequences, of increased involvement in world affairs? 
• To what extent did WWI increase opportunities for women and minorities in the U.S.? 
• Did Americans uphold, support, and encourage democratic ideals after WWI? 

 

 



Students will:  

• compare and contrast Wilson’s 1914 speech to Congress to George Washington’s Farewell Address. 
• read Woodrow Wilson’s speeches before Congress from 1914 and 1917, and the Zimmermann Note and discuss 

why Wilson was now ready to lead Americans to war. 
• watch the American Experience video U.S. Entrance into WWI to develop some additional background as to how 

and why the U.S. finally entered the war. 
• read and annotate information on the Russian Revolution and explain how that event impacted society in 

America during the 1920s. 
• evaluate and rank various attacks against civil liberties after the war. 

 

 

Part III: The Roaring 20s     
 
Essential Questions:  

• How did WWI change America’s role on the world stage? 
• To what extent did new technology influence American society in the 1920s? 
• What were the causes and effects of the rise of a mass consumer society in the 1920s? 
• What were the causes and consequences of the cultural conflicts during the 1920s? 
• How did the consumer culture of the 1920s influence the stock market crash? 

 

Students will:  

• compare and contrast ways in which the government – business relationship was similar to that of the Gilded 
Age. 

• analyze advertisements from the 1920s and discuss their impact on society. 
• read portions of The Great Gatsby and discuss Fitzgerald’s commentary on society. 
• watch 10 Days that Unexpectedly Changed America to understand the impact of the Scopes Trial. 
• in small groups discuss the role the mass consumer culture played in the stock market crash. 
• read an excerpt from David Kyvig’s book and discuss the impact of the car on American society.  

 

 

Part IV:  The Great Depression and New Deal    

Essential Questions: 

• To what extent was the government successful in dealing with the Great Depression? 
• What were arguments of for and against government intervention during the 1930s? 
• In what ways was The Great Depression impact other areas of the world? 

 

Students will:  

• read written accounts and examine photographs to explain the impact of the depression on some Americans. 
• evaluate and rank New Deal legislation from most to least impactful and explain their choices. 
• listen to FDR’s “fireside chats” and consider the impact FDR had on those struggling. 
• compare and contrast government views of intervention during the Gilded Age and 1930s. 



• analyze the impact of Eleanor Roosevelt in changing the perception of women in politics. 
 

 

Part V: WWII     
Period:  1941-1945 
Essential Questions:  

• How did reasoning to become involved in global conflicts remain the same or differ from WWI and WWII? 
• To what extent did WWII change employment patterns in the United States? 
• Why did the United States emerge from WWII as a dominant world power? 
• Why was FDR able to mobilize the nation to war in 1941? 
• What “economic anxieties” did the nation face in the immediate post-war era? 

 

Students will:  

• read an excerpt from Snow Falling on Cedars and discuss the impact of relocation on communities. 
• watch video clips and read accounts of the attack on Pearl Harbor. 
• watch the Crash Course video on the Homefront during WWII. 
• discuss the reasons for the rise in patriotism during the early years of the war. 
• watch video from Associated Producers of Negro Motion Pictures call The Highest Tradition and discuss why 

African Americans may’ve had an expectation of equality following the war. 
• analyze ways that FDR was able to mobilize the homefront. 

 

 
                                          UNIT 7:  Post-War America        (5 weeks)            
                                                                             Period:  1945 - 1980 

 

Part I:  Conflicting Sentiments of Security and Anxiety       
Period:  1945 – 1960 
 
Essential Questions:  

• To what extent were the democratic ideals established in the Declaration of Independence upheld, supported 
and encouraged during the 1950s? 

• How did the conflicting sentiments of security and anxiety impact American society in the 1950s? 
 

Students will:  

• watch and episode of Father Knows Best and discuss how television shaped American culture. 
• examine advertisements from the 1950s and discuss how consumerism shaped American culture. 
• watch various clips from David Halberstam’s The Fifties – topics will include: baby boom, Levittowns, fear of 

communism 
• compare the First Red Scare and Second Red Scare and debate which was a more severe attack again 

democratic ideals that had been established in the Declaration of Independence. 
 

 



Part II:  Cold War Policy    
Period:  1945 – 1980 
 
Essential Questions:  

• How did WWII lead to a debate over traditional values in America? 
• In what ways did WWII affect the American identity for specific minority groups? 
• How did the involvement of the US in the Vietnam Wars escalate from 1945-1975? 
• To what extent did Vietnam fundamentally change American politics and culture? 
• What caused the widespread pessimism and “stagflation” of the 1970’s? 

 

Students will:  

• debate the decision to drop the atomic bomb. 
• examine maps of the world to identify the Soviet Union’s sphere of influence and discuss why that was 

troublesome. 
• analyze the factors that contributed to the economic boom following WWII. 
• read the memos between president Truman and Clark Clifford and compare those ideas to the Truman Doctrine. 
• evaluate the effectiveness of President Truman and President Eisenhower’s policy of containment in Europe and 

Asia from 1945-1953? 
• watch excerpts from Fog of War regarding the Cuban Missile Crisis and the Gulf of Tonkin incident. 
• examine examples of the Beat movement and counterculture and compare and contrast it to the youth in the 

1950s. 
• watch Dear America and discuss the ways in which soldiers attitudes and more changed. 
• examine photographs from Vietnam to understand a little better what the soldiers were enduring on a daily 

basis. 
 

Part III:  Civil Rights Movements 
Period:  1954-1980 
 
Essential Questions:  

• How did the various movements to increase or acquire civil rights challenge the traditional American identity? 
• How well did Presidents Kennedy and Johnson respond to the events surrounding the civil rights movement? 

 
Students will:  

• watch excerpts from the documentary Eyes on the Prize 
• read the Supreme Court ruling in Brown v. BOE and discuss ways in which it overturned the Plessy ruling from 

1896. 
• select a piece of direct action from the movement to conduct research and present to their classmates 

(Freedom Riders, Little Rock 9, Freedom Summer, March on Selma, etc.) 
• read Letter from a Birmingham Jail and identify MLK’s arguments for their actions. 
• upon listening to the Ballot or the Bullet and I Have a Dream, students will analyze the rhetoric, tone and 

arguments presented by each leader. 
• watch portions of the video Milk and discuss the events that led up to the push for gay rights. 
• discuss how writings like those of Betty Friedan moved women to organize and the impact of the failure of ERA. 

In this they should discuss how the movement of the 1960s is an extension of the movement that culminated 
with the passage of the 19th amendment and how this affected society and politics. (CUL-3) 

• analyze the effect of César Chávez in gaining more rights for Mexican-Americans. 
 



                                  UNIT 8:  Reagan Revolution to Present    (2 weeks)            
                                                                                      Period:  1980-present 
Essential Questions:  

• To what extent was “supply side economics” successful? 
• How did the end of the Cold War affect American Foreign Policy? 
• How did increased migration in this period raise questions about American identity? 
• How did the terrorist attacks of 9/11 impact America’s role in the world? 
• To what extent has divisive political partisanship affected presidential elections since 2000? 

 
 
Students will:  

• read Jimmy Carter’s “Malaise Speech” and discuss how it did or did not match the mood of the country. 
• create a list of important events from 1980-present, then group each event according to our course themes. 
• examine census data, unemployment graphs, etc and create arguments about whether or not the American 

Dream exists in Modern America. 
• read an excerpt from Rachel Carson’s Silent Spring and discuss how policy of the 1980s impacted the 

environment. 
• analyze events leading up to 9/11 starting with the attacks in Beirut in 1983. 
• compare and contrast the foreign and domestic policies of the Clinton, Bush and Obama administrations. 
• create a graphic organizer to compare and contrast the causes, goals, and impact on immigration to the United 

States, of each act as described in excerpts from the 1921, 1924, 1965, and 1990 Immigration Acts to identify 
characteristics of immigrants in each period.   
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