
 
Clearly and specifically detail how you will address each critical “REQUIREMENT” listed below in your               
plan. While crafting your responses, it is imperative to work through the Connecticut School Reopening               
Plan which elaborates on certain requirements with additional considerations and also includes            
“GUIDANCE” to consider while developing a unique local approach. 

 

Operations Plan, continued School Plan 
Transportation  

Low Transmission Risk 
• Plan to operate at full capacity or close to while maximizing 

health and safety protocols, as well as considerations outlined in 
the plan. 

• Require passengers to wear a face mask or cloth face covering 
that completely covers the nose and mouth during transit, prior 
to boarding the bus, and must be kept in place until they are 
completely off the bus. 

• Passengers should load into the bus from the back row to the 
front (where the first passengers onto the bus sit in the back row) 
and then unload the bus in a controlled manner upon arrival at 
the school from front to back by seat. 

Moderate Transmission Risk 
• Plan to operate at significantly reduced capacity while maximizing 

health and safety protocols, as well as considerations outlined in 
the plan. 

• Bus passengers should be spaced with family members sitting 
together and non-family members should be spaced 6 feet apart 
utilizing alternating diagonal seating. 

• Require passengers to wear a face mask or cloth face covering 
that completely covers the nose and mouth during transit, prior 
to boarding the bus, and must be kept in place until they are 
completely off the bus. 

• Passengers should load into the bus from the back row to the 
front (where the first passengers onto the bus sit in the back row) 
and then unload the bus in a controlled manner upon arrival at 
the school from front to back by seat. 

● Once sports are reinstituted, 
The Gilbert School will use 
transportation for sports using 
appropriate social distancing 
practices and students will 
wear masks as will the bus 
driver(s). Transportation 
companies will be responsible 
for sanitizing the buses. 

 
● The Winchester Public 

Schools does provide 
transportation for students 
attending The Gilbert School. 
The Winchester Public 
Schools are instituting a plan 
for transportation. The 
Gilbert School will follow that 
plan and any modification to 
the plan as they develop 

 
 
 

Health Practices and Protocols School Plan 

• Ensure that students are educated and engaged in the new 
expectations related to all public health policies and protocols. As 
part of this requirement, assess the best approach to communicating 
the information for the age group, and plan to set aside time at 
the beginning of the school year, as well as frequent reminders, to 
review the new policies and protocols. 

• Familiarize all participants of the standard public health practices         
used to prevent the spread of diseases. These practices include,          
but are not limited to: 

− social distancing; 
− frequent hand washing and use of hand sanitizer; 
− use of face coverings that completely cover the nose and 

mouth; 
− respiratory and cough etiquette; and 
− enhanced cleaning/disinfection of surfaces. 

• Provide adequate supplies, including soap, hand sanitizer with at 
least 60% ethyl alcohol or 70% isopropyl alcohol (for staff and 
older students who can safely use hand sanitizer), paper towels, 

• The Gilbert School will 
produce a guide that details all 
expectations related to public 
health policies, protocols, and 
expectations. These materials 
will be available on the 
school’s website for 
constituents and social media 
Information will be reviewed 
in detail during PD sessions 
for employees and during class 
meetings at the beginning of 
the school year. 

 
• The supplemental handbook 

will include information on 
physical distancing, 



tissues, disinfectant wipes, cloth face coverings (as feasible), and 
no-touch/ foot-pedal trash cans. 

handwashing, mask etiquette, 
respiratory and cough 
etiquette, and cleaning 
procedures. 

 
● The Gilbert School will be 

prepared to provide 
appropriate amounts and 
types of hand sanitizer, paper 
towels, tissues, disinfectant 
wipes, one free face covering 
for each student and 
employee, and appropriate 
trash receptacles. 

 
 
 

 



 
Clearly and specifically detail how you will address each critical “REQUIREMENT” listed below in your               
plan. While crafting your responses, it is imperative to work through the Connecticut School Reopening               
Plan which elaborates on certain requirements with additional considerations and also includes            
“GUIDANCE” to consider while developing a unique local approach. 

 
Health Practices and Protocols, continued School Plan 
Reporting Illnesses and Addressing Vulnerable Populations  

• Instruct students and staff to inform the school if they are sick 
with COVID-19 related symptoms, particularly if they had a 
known contact with someone diagnosed with COVID-19 and have 
also had contact with the school population. 

• Develop consistent protocols for information reporting, and 
a point person to appropriately receive and safeguard this 
information, such as the school nurse, district nursing supervisor, 
or principal. 

• Educate staff and families about when to stay home. 
Schools should properly communicate the content of this or any 
updated guidance. 

− Instruct staff and students (or their parents and guardians) 
to perform a self-assessment prior to leaving for school 
to identify fever and other possible COVID-19 symptoms. 
Communicate this expectation and provide parents with 
reminders about the symptoms consistent with COVID-19 
that require keeping their students at home. 

• Establish and communicate school-wide sick protocols, including 
signs and symptoms of COVID-19, and temperature thresholds 
requiring students or staff to stay home. 

• Disseminate this 
information to all 
students, staff, and 
families in their native 
languages.  

• If a student displays any 
possible symptom of 
COVID-19, they will be 
placed in the isolation 
room with the school 
nurse.  The students 
parent/guardian/emerge
ncy contact will be 
contacted and they will 
be instructed to see their 
physician and get 
assessed.  Students will 
need a return to school 
note from their physician 
prior to returning to 
school. Any student who 
tests positive for COVID 
will be reported to the 
Health Department per 
State of CT regulations. 
A note from the 
student’s physician will 
be required.  

• The school nurse will 
work with classroom 
teachers to identify 
additional mitigation 
measures such as desk 
location, use of face 
shield, etc. 

•  Masks will be provided to each 
student at the door entry who 
does not have one.  
 

 
Social Distancing  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/community/schools-childcare/schools.html
https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/symptoms-testing/symptoms.html


• Assist staff and students to maintain maximum social distancing 
between individuals to reduce the transmission of the virus per 
the public health guidelines at that time. 

● Each classroom is being staged 
with six feet of distancing and 
we are determining other 
distancing practices that will 
allow us to have all students in 
school. We are looking at 
alternative classroom spaces in
the gymnasium and 
auditorium. We are also 
exploring outside areas on our 
campus. 

 
● We have also examined the 

hallways and stairwell to 
assume distancing. We will 
have arrows to point out 
traffic flow. We will have 
distancing markers on floors. 

 
● In the cafeteria we will use 

floor markers and will have 
four students at tables during 
lunch and we will increase our 
lunch waves to accommodate 
small groups of students. 

Use of Face Coverings, Masks, and Face Shields  

• Adopt policies requiring use of face coverings for all students 
and staff when they are inside the school building, with 
certain exceptions listed below. 

− For anyone who has trouble breathing, or anyone who is 
unconscious, incapacitated or otherwise unable to remove 
the mask without assistance, face coverings and masks 
should not be required, per CDC guidance. 

− For anyone who has a medical reason making it unsafe to 
wear a face covering, masks should not be required. 

• Be prepared to provide a mask to any student or staff member 
who does not have one. 

● We will develop policies on 
face coverings and face shields 
and masks where appropriate. 
Face covering breaks will be 
built into our schedule.  

 
 

● Medical conditions will be 
taken into consideration 
regarding student use of 
masks. 

 
● We have purchased masks and 

shields and will have them 
available at the school but we 
will anticipate that students 
will have personal face 
coverings and masks. Parents 
will be key in this process by 
ensuring that their child or 
children have a mask before 
heading to the bus stop or 
school.  

Health Monitoring Plan School Plan 
Planning and Distribution of Information  

https://www.cdc.gov/coronavirus/2019-ncov/prevent-getting-sick/how-to-wear-cloth-face-coverings.html


• Include in the LEA reopening plan written protocols for         
monitoring of symptoms that could be related to COVID-19, with          
the goal 
of decreasing the risk of spreading or contracting the virus and           
maintaining oversight related to the pandemic while complying        
with relevant privacy and health laws. 

● A monitoring plan for students 
and families is included in this 
document. In Addition to this 
plan the need to communicate 
with the school community 
while at the same time balancing 
relevant privacy and health laws 
will be instituted. 

 


