
 
Clearly and specifically detail how you will address each critical “REQUIREMENT” listed below in your               
plan. While crafting your responses, it is imperative to work through the Connecticut School Reopening               
Plan which elaborates on certain requirements with additional considerations and also includes            
“GUIDANCE” to consider while developing a unique local approach. 

 
Academics, continued School Plan 
English Learners (ELs)  

• Understand that like all other students, ELs are entitled to FAPE. 
The Civil Rights Act of 1964, Title IV, the Equal Educational 
Opportunities Act (1974) and the Elementary and Secondary 
Education Act (1965) provide guidance on the services to which 
ELs are entitled. ELs must have access to the general education 
curriculum as well as to a supplemental language instruction 
education program. During school closures due to COVID-19, 
ELs continue to be entitled to receive their supplemental EL 
instructional program in addition to their general education 
program of mainstream, grade-level and content-area instruction. 
Such language instructional education programs may consist of a 
range of services, including bilingual education, English as a 
Second Language (ESL), Sheltered Instruction and others. When 
returning to school buildings, language instruction education 
programs must continue 

• Comply with the requirement that eligible students in bilingual 
mandated districts are offered bilingual education programs. 
During COVID-19, school districts that are mandated to provide 
bilingual education remain required to offer a bilingual program 
to eligible students who have opted into the program. While 
program implementation may be altered during COVID-19 as 
compared to traditional in-building schooling, students in bilingual 
programs are still entitled to receive native language support as 
part of their school’s designated bilingual program model. As with 
other language instruction education programs, when returning to 
traditional schooling, bilingual programs must continue. 

• Communicate with parents and guardians that have limited 
proficiency in English in a language they understand as required 
by Title III of the Elementary and Secondary Education Act. 
As during traditional schooling, communications during school 
closures due to COVID-19 may be provided through translation 
and/or interpretation. 

• Provide ELs who are also identified as students with 
disabilities supports for their EL needs, as well as supports for 
their disabil- ities. During COVID-19, these dually identified 
students must continue to receive these supports. As in times 
with traditional schooling, dually identified students should 
have their language needs represented in their annual 
meetings about their IEP. 

● Strategies will be identified to 
engage populations and 
specific students that have 
been disengaged or 
underserved during the last 
quarter of the 2019-2020 
academic year  
 

 
● The Gilbert School has a 

robust program to continue 
the quality education it 
provides to the English 
Learner population, including 
ELL Classes and instruction 
as appropriate. These 
educational opportunities will 
be offered during in-session 
schooling, the blended 
learning model, and full 
eLearning operations 
 

•     The Gilbert School  is not in 
a bilingual mandated 
district. 

 
•   Communications with 

parents and guardians who 
have limited proficiency in 
English will be done with the 
assistance of translation 
and/or an interpreter. 

 
 

● Students who are identified as 
both English Learners and 
Special Education students 
will receive their educational 
supports as needed.

 
 


