
• Prepare with the understanding that there has been no waiver 
of requirements under the IDEA for provision of a free and 
appropriate public education (FAPE) in the least restrictive 
environment (LRE). During COVID-19 school closures, schools 
were required to provide FAPE consistent with the need to protect 
the health and safety of students, as well as those individuals 
providing education, specialized instruction, and related services 
to these students. Schools may not have been able to provide 
all services in the same manner that they are typically provided. 
Federal disability law allows for flexibility in determining how 
to meet the individualized needs of students receiving special 
education services. 

• Treat students eligible for special education and other special 
populations as general education students first. Guidance and 
policies related to school reopening plans apply to all students, 
including students with special needs who qualify for individual 
education programs under the IDEA and accommodation plans 
for eligible students under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act. If 
students with disabilities are unable to access the reopening plan 
as designed, facilitate individualized and alternative means of 
re-entry based upon student need, present levels of functioning, 
developmental levels, and student/parent input. Consider blended 
learning schedules if needed. 

• Do not make programming decisions based on a student’s 
disability category. However, the nature and/or severity of a 
student’s disability may require unique considerations. Protocols 
should consider the student’s developmental level and skills. 

• Address mask and face covering use for the population of 
special education students, including cases where masks may 
need to be removed to provide appropriate services, and the 
approach to implementing any other possible mitigating strategy, 
including but not limited to maximum social distancing. 

• The school nurse is 
available to work with 
students/families/ and 
teachers to offer alternative 
strategies to mask 
requirements.  These can 
include using bandanas for 
students who are tactile 
sensitive  and using cloth 
masks with a vinyl window 
for staff of students who are 
hearing impaired and lip 
read.  

 
● The Winchester Public 

Schools do implement the 
special education program at 
The Gilbert School but, we 
follow their plan. We will 
provide FAPE in the 
least-restrictive environment 
(LRE). 

 
● The Gilbert School will 

continue to support students 
on 504 Plans. 
Accommodations will continue 
as indicted in the plan. 
Programing opportunities will 
be open to all students and 
appropriate modification or 
alterations will be based on 
each student’s developmental 
level and skills. 
 

● Additional and alternative 
mitigation strategies will be 
implemented for special 
education students who are 
unable to wear a mask during 
the day. 

● PPT and 504 meetings 
will be held virtually 
when able. In person 
PPTs and meeting will be 
moved to the small gym to 
allow visitors direct access 
to the meeting.  

 


