
Superintendent’s Message: 

A school is a building that has four walls and tomorrow inside. Beginning on March 13, we were denied the opportunity to                      
be in our building educating our students, but we still have tomorrow waiting for all of us in The Gilbert School. The                      
American Academy of Pediatricians has provided significant evidence that students should be back in school for their social                  
and emotional health. They also present the fact that young children are less likely to be infected or may not be carriers that                       
will pass on COVID-19 to adults. With this in mind, The Gilbert School will reopen to all students as recommended by the                      
Governor of Connecticut, Ned Lamont, and the Commissioner of Education, Miguel Cardona. Clearly, the infection rates in                 
Connecticut are low and citizens are assisting by following the guidelines of the Center for Disease Control and Prevention                   
as well as the Connecticut Department of Public Health. The safety and health of our students, their families and our staff                     
will guide our preparedness to open our doors at the end of August. 

The Guidance provided by the State Department of Education emphasizes the need for districts to be fluid and flexible in                    
their planning for the reopening of schools. The guiding principles for safeguarding the health and safety of students and                   
staff include: 

1. Allowing all students the opportunity to return to school full time starting in the fall; 

2. Monitoring the school, students and staff and when necessary, potentially canceling classes in the future to appropriately                  
contain COVID-19 spread; 

3. Emphasizing equity, access and support to the students and communities that are emerging from this historic disruption; 

4. Fostering strong two-way communication with partners such as families, educators and staff;  

5. Factoring into decisions about reopening the challenges to the physical safety, social emotional wellbeing and the mental                  
health needs of our students when they are not in school. Schools should enter into planning with the understanding that                    
health developments may influence decisions to transition to a different instructional model.  

We have developed three phases of schooling: in person, hybrid and distance learning for all students. We have developed                   
our cleaning, disinfecting and sanitizing plans for the building. We have measured our classrooms, hallways and stairwells                 
and have planned our foot traffic flow throughout the building. Food service has planned for multiple lunch waves and                   
delivery systems. 

Health services are prepared to do wellness checks, monitor students and staff, engage our medical advisors and school                  
doctor as well as the Torrington Department of Public Health to stay on top of any possible infection. We are planning our                      
professional development on many levels and know that we will continue our training into the coming academic year. We                   
will remain flexible and know we will be encountering situations where we will have to alter schedules, program offerings,                   
services and delivery systems to educate our students. 

Know that we will enlist the assistance of parents by requesting the following: 

a. That families check the health of every family member and send students to school if the family does not                   
demonstrate symptoms associated with COVID; 

b. Assist us by taking temperatures before leaving for school and alert us immediately to any concerns; 
c. Make sure that your child(ren) leave(s) the house with a mask and explains the importance of wearing a mask                   

throughout the day while in the school building. 

It will take all of our efforts to keep everyone healthy and safe. We will get through this year together because our school                       
and families will work on the common goal of creating a healthy and safe educational environment. 

Sincerely, 

 Anthony Serio, Ed.D.  

Head of School/Superintendent 


