
 

The Gilbert School 2017-’18 
Freshman English: Mr. Toomey  
Summer Reading Information 

 

This handout will help guide you through your summer reading requirements as you gear 
up for an exciting 2017-18 school year at Gilbert! Not only will your summer reading experience 
provide you with useful note-taking strategies that can help you across all subjects, it will really 
assist you as you begin your journey through high school Language Arts. This summer reading 
will enhance your reading comprehension and retention as you actively interact with exciting 
texts. The work you do during the summer will serve you well in the years to come!  

 

 
This summer you will be required to read the following texts: 
 
*The Pearl, by John Steinbeck 
 
*The Hobbit, by J. R. R. Tolkien 
 
As you read and enjoy these books you will be required to keep a Double –Entry- Diary 
(DED). 
 
Why? This diary will allow you to record your thinking while you read. It will also let you reflect 
on your thoughts, reactions, and questions about specific sections of the text. This will ultimately 
help you better understand what you read and create a more meaningful interaction with the 
text.  
Okay…so what is the DED? The diary will allow you to record notes on the left side of a page 
and then comment on these notes on the right side of the page. The key is to find something 
that you can keep with you as you read. Loose leaf sheets are okay, you may also type your 
entries, but I would prefer you use a composition notebook. These are small and portable, so 
you can have them with you wherever you are reading. It is always very useful to record our 
thoughts and reactions to things as they occur. In addition, going back and reflecting on our 
initial thoughts can help us learn about who we are as readers and thinkers. 



How do I set it up? The left side of the page records your thoughts during your reading. Listen 
to the questions and observations your mind makes as you read certain sections and capture 
those noises on paper. Here is where you should note the page number of places that: 

- make you confused or surprised 
- strike you with language or images 
- give you something you can relate to your own experiences 
- cause you to react strongly 
- you can make a prediction about 

Do these to help create your notes: 

- paraphrase portions of the text 
- write down questions that you may have 
- include important quotes that cause you to react 
- record a place that expresses a main idea 
- make note of cool language and word use 
- draw a picture of a character or scene 

Then after you read a section…Go back to your journal, re-read your notes, and on the right 
side write down any answers you have found. Also, write down any thoughts, comments, or 
questions that jump into your mind as you re-read your initial notes. Here is where you should: 

- ask questions 
- make comments 
- note things you wish to study further 

Overall, I want you to reflect on what you are reading. You are responsible for 20 DED entries 
for each book. Spread these entries throughout the books. Do not do all of them toward the 
beginning or end of the book. These will be collected on the first day of school and will be a part 
of your first term grade. In addition, there will be a reading quiz given with some multiple 
choice questions and a short answer essay. 

 

Reading, thinking, and writing are how we exercise our brains. This makes us smarter. So 
grab your books, chill out this summer, and get yourself ready for an awesome upcoming year! 
Please e-mail me if you have any questions. I have attached a sample template for your DED 
work, but feel free to put your own spin on it. Be creative! 

 

-Mr. Toomey 
toomeyb@gilbertschool.org 



Different Ways to Format your Journal 
 

During Reading Notes & Passages 
from the Text… 
(Left Hand Side) 

Page 
# 

After Reading Notes, Comments, Responses, & 
Reflections… 

(Right Hand Side) 
Quotes from the text  

Visual commentary (drawings, visual analogies, doodles) 
 

Quotes from the text  

Written reactions, reflections, commentary, musings 
(“Hmmm…”) 
 

Quotes from the text  

Connections 
▪ Text to text  
(Ex. This reminds me of another  
book I have read…) 
▪ Text to Self 
( Ex. This reminds me of the time  
when my mom and I…) 
▪ Text to world 
(Ex. This reminds me of the recent  
news story I read about…) 

 
Observations, details revealed by close 
reading 
 

 

Significance to the text 
 

What the text says… 
 
 

 

Why you think the text says this… 
 

Questions: “I wonder why…”  Possible answers: “Maybe it is because…” 

Quotes from texts  

Questions (Clarifying & Probing): “I am confused about…” 
 

Quotes from texts  

Social Questions (Race, class, gender inequalities) 
 

Quotes from texts  

Thinking Prompts: 
● This reminds me of… 
● I remember a time when… 
● I predict… 
● I think this means… 
● I wonder... 

 
Quotes from texts  Naming Literary or Persuasive (Rhetorical) Techniques 

 
 

 
Please Note: You DO NOT have to follow the pattern of  journaling above.  



These are merely suggestions to help move you along through the process. 

Important: You can find both of these books at your local library and bookstore. There are also some 

limited copies available at the school. I do strongly recommend that you purchase the books so that you 

may highlight and mark the texts. Please feel free to email me at any point with questions. Have a great 

summer!  



 


