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In 1895, the doors of The Gilbert School opened in downtown 
Winsted, fulfilling W.L. Gilbert’s dream to improve mankind 
through education. In 1959, the school moved and now sits 
upon the hill at 200 Williams Avenue. In 2001, building 
renovations added classrooms, office space, and a state-of-

the-art media center. In 2013, we opened our school to other cultures with The 
Gilbert Trust International Program. Now it is time for a contemporary campus 
makeover that includes dormitories, a STEAM wing (Science, Technology, 
Engineering, Arts, and Mathematics), a field house, and top-notch athletic fields. 
Envision cutting-edge science labs, improved art space, a new technology center, 
and modern sports facilities that bring area schools to TGS for tournament play 
and provide the town’s citizens with multiple opportunities. In January 2016, the 
Trust accepted a Master Plan that will guide us as we work toward achieving the 
true potential for The Gilbert School and the Town of Winchester. 
~ Dr. Anthony Serio, Head of School 

 
December marked three years since the Sandy Hook 
tragedy. In response to the violence, news correspondent Ann 
Curry proposed that people worldwide perform “26 Acts of 
Kindness” to honor the 26 victims. At The Gilbert School, 
we’ve embraced this commitment fully. I am so proud of our 

community for working diligently, quietly, in public, and behind the scenes to 
make our school, our town, and our state a kinder and gentler place. This is 
“The Gilbert Way” and it’s paramount in everything we do. TGS is a special 
place where people come together to collaborate in the best interest of our single 
most important world resource—our children and their future. As Dr. Martin 
Luther King Jr. said, “Darkness cannot drive out darkness; only light can do 
that. Hate cannot drive out hate; only love can do that.” We must remain 
vigilant so as to appreciate the light we have.
~ Alan Strauss, Principal 

 
The Gilbert Trust Corporation recently approved an 
ambitious Master Plan that examines the potential for growth 
of The Gilbert School and The Gilbert Trust International 
Program over the next ten to twenty years. To that end, The 
Gilbert Trust has hired Kenneth Healy to be our new Director 

of Development. Mr. Healy comes to us with twenty-five years of experience in 
alumni development and fundraising. His previous employers include SUNY 
Maritime College, Iona College, Catholic University’s Columbus School of 
Law, and UConn. The knowledge and experience that he brings to this position 
will be invaluable as we move forward. Please join me in welcoming Mr. Healy 
to our Gilbert family of professionals. If you have any questions regarding the 
Master Plan or how you can become involved, I encourage you to contact  
Mr. Healy at healyk@gilbertschool.org or 860-379-1245, ext. 207. 
~ Thomas Botticelli, President, The W.L. Gilbert Trust

Dear alumnI anD FrIenDs,

Mission 
The Gilbert School was founded 
in 1895 by William L. Gilbert “for 
the improvement of mankind by 
affording such assistance and means 
of educating the young as will help 
them to become good citizens.” We 
are committed to assuring that each 
student is prepared to be a thoughtful, 
productive citizen in a complex,  
global society.
_______________________________

Share Your Stories  
We want to hear from you! Did you  
get a new job? Earn a degree? Write a 
book? Welcome a child or grandchild? 
Win an award? Retire? We’ll share  
the good news with 8000 readers.  
 
Interested in writing a full article for the 
YellowJacket? Send your first-person 
story for consideration. Let your fellow 
alumni know where your path has led 
you since graduation and how your time 
at The Gilbert School has influenced 
your decisions.

This is your magazine.  
Make your voices heard! Email 
gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org  
 _______________________________

Staff 
Editor: Donna Merritt 
merrittd@gilbertschool.org

Designer: Eduardo Barrios 
www.barriosadvertising.com

Photographers: 
Holly (Marchand) Cassaday, 1990 
Jason Crouch,  
   TGS Digital Media Teacher 
Lifetouch School Studios

Printed by Goulet Printery, Inc. 
www.gouletprinting.com

_______________________________

On the Cover 
The Girls’ Varsity Volleyball team plans 
their strategy before a game.
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 School Views

Fall Photos

Mural by the Environmental Painting class, Painting classes, and volunteers (38 ft x 8 ft!) 

High school students mentor middle school 
students during a Mix-It-Up lunch. CIAC Sportsmanship and Leadership Conference: 

Grace Valickis, Steven Marshall, Aniluz DeJesus, 
Mike Smith (presenter), Courtney Clough, Ali 
Brochu, Anhthy Pham, Zach Lafreniere

Marine Biology Field Trip:  
Kelsey Hagarty and Noah Turner

Middle School Holiday Party:  
Sofia Paternack and Nurse Gilbert

Confucius Institute Day: Front row: Ray 
Lau, Avery Moon, Aniluz DeJesus, Ashley 
Tran, Brianna Schlosser, CJ Stone-Kopp, 
Jake Battista, Kevin Hu (Mandarin teacher) 
Back row: Isaiah Grant, Dominque Biraga, 
Leon Hartley, Adam Wilson, David Castillo, 
Desmond Szepanski

Superintendent Award: Recipients Cassius Pac, 
Molly Jackson, Isabelle Rein, and Kyle Matthews 
with Principal Strauss

Debra Lewis, Gilbert’s Teacher of 
the Year, with Charles and Linda 
(parents), Danica (daughter), and 
Jenna (baby niece)
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It is hard to believe it was five years ago that The 
Gilbert School added middle school and became a 

7–12 learning environment. Our current seniors were 
our first 8th grade class, and our juniors will be the first 
graduating class to attend Gilbert from 7th grade right 
through 12th. It has been quite a journey, with new 
learning occurring both in and out of the classroom. We 
have a faculty and staff who are committed to providing 
our students with the best education 
possible with engaging, meaningful, 
and rigorous instruction. They 
are dedicated to ensuring that every 
student finds personal success within 
a safe, caring school atmosphere.
 The middle school years of 
a child’s education may be some 
of the most trying and exciting 
of their young lives. There are tougher demands, 
higher expectations, and more responsibilities. Young 
adolescents have unique needs that vary from one 
student to the next. We look at each student individually 
and help every student navigate her or his way through 
adolescence by providing the appropriate supports. One 
way to best nurture students as they strive to reach their 
greatest potential is to have open lines of communication 
between school and home. When we talk with families, 
we understand that it is as important to share the 
positives (we appreciate our kids and their strengths!)  
as it is to discuss any student challenges.

 Our students learn to be Respectful, Responsible, 
and Safe as they improve our school community and 
give back to our community at large. Each year our 
middle school students choose a specific area for service 
learning. For example, last year they focused on students 
who have autism. This year their theme is Gilbert 
Stands Up to Cancer. Through lessons, activities, and 
fundraisers, the faculty and students are committed to 

raising awareness and funds to help 
those touched by cancer. So far, the 
middle school has held a cancer walk-
a-thon, has collected gifts for children 
who must spend the holidays in  
the hospital, and has sponsored  
a holiday dance. 
       We also make sure that students 
have a well-rounded middle school 

experience by offering extracurricular clubs and 
activities that build their confidence and skills while 
preparing them for the high school years. Students 
participate in soccer, basketball, cheer, cross country, 
baseball, softball, Model UN, robotics, yoga, debate, 
student council, diversity, National Junior Honor Society, 
and more. 
 Gilbert middle schoolers embrace today’s successes 
and tomorrow’s adventures, while continuing to cherish 
and celebrate the traditions of the past. We are proud to 
be a part of The Gilbert School family where we value 
“Heritage, Innovation, and Opportunity.”

The Marvelous Middle School Years
by Susan Sojka, Associate Principal, Grades 7–8

7th and 8th graders became part of The Gilbert School family in 2011.
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 School Views

Since the start of our new school year a few short months ago, our current freshmen (Class of 2019!)  
have been incredibly active. Not only does the transition from middle school to high school 

take effect in 9th grade, but a life transition toward adulthood also sets in, filled with responsibility, 
accountability, and social awareness. Our “freshmen team” helps with this turning point while gently 
molding TGS freshmen into the best students and global citizens they can be. Led by Debra Lewis, 
9th Grade Dean, and Joel Totten, team leader and science teacher, the team includes core academic 
teachers (math, science, English, social studies), guidance counselors, special education teachers/case 
managers, and our school social worker. Each member of the team assists with the passage into high 
school and gives freshmen the skills needed to maintain academic accountability and understand their 
social responsibilities. 

  Mr. Totten boasts, “I am proud to say 
that our team has been effective in terms of 
implementing 9th grade student body policies 
designed to promote short- and long-term 
achievement.”   

This year the team has instituted new 
academic policies. Moreover, the 9th graders have 
participated in several freshmen forums led by the 
guidance department and the Peers leadership 
group—upperclassmen who act as mentors—who 
have discussed the challenges and changes from 
both an academic and a social angle. 

Peers also ran an extremely well-received 
day of events with interactive games, role-
playing scenarios, and leadership activities that 
encompassed the tumultuous but typical freshmen 
existence and how to manage the adjustment. 
Upperclassmen saw this need for outreach and 
exhibited “The Gilbert Way” by tailoring several 
programs to help their underclassmen counterparts adapt to this new experience, just as they had to do 
not so long ago. The students enjoyed the activities so much that before winter break, a 9th grade social 
was held to foster the growing relationship between the high school freshmen and upperclassmen. We 
are excited to have established these bonds already and can not wait to see where else the year will take us. 

Freshmen are also a part of the newly formed Dean’s Council, which aims to give freshmen a voice 
in their own high school experience. This group meets once a month over lunch to discuss field trips, 
courses, school policy, and other concerns that come from the class of 2019. This group was formed in 
order to advocate a positive school environment for our newest high school students by opening a direct 
avenue to administration and faculty and providing an opportunity to take part in the decision-making 
process on a larger scale. Participants had to apply to the council with a teacher recommendation. 
The council will be accepting applications once more before the end of the year to further extend this 
opportunity to others who wish to take part.  

At The Gilbert School, we believe communication is essential to every successful endeavor. To keep 
students and parents updated, there is a new “9th Grade Team” tab on our school website (Go to www.
gilbertschool.org and then “Departments”). Check out freshmen announcements and events there at 
any time! 

To close, I would like to express my sincere appreciation to the 9th grade team of teachers who 
dedicate their time to educating this group of students every day. We are certainly fortunate to be 
working with them. It would be impossible to find a group more dedicated to our children anywhere. 

These are just some of the many exciting developments for our 9th graders at The Gilbert School!

A Year of Freshman Firsts
by Debra Lewis, Dean of 9th Grade and Curriculum

Ms. Golden’s honors physical science class



Get all your  
fan gear here!

WWW.gilBertSChOOl.Org 
CliCk on “TGS nikE liDS SToRE”  

log on to   
www.CiACSports.com  

to keep up with all  
TGS games, results, and  
weather-related changes.

Sports Scrapbook
by Patrick Cooke, Athletics Director,  
Dean of Students 10–12, Class of 1989

Volleyball 
The team had a great season, meeting their goal of five wins (6–14). They were 
the recipients of the BL Sportsmanship Award, and Ali Brochu made 1st Team 
All-Berkshire League (BL).

Soccer
Boys’ Soccer: Jake Wendel was named to 2nd Team All-BL. 
Girls’ Soccer: Jaden Arcelaschi was named to 2nd Team All-BL. 

Gilbert/NW Football 
The team had five players make 1st Team All-Star for the Pequot Conference: 
Jake Roth, 1st Team Defense;  Jacob Jeffko, 1st Team Punter/Kicker;  Joey 
Pedrolini, 1st Team Utility; Tucker Kreh, 1st Team Wide Receiver; and Gabe 
Schwartz, 1st Team Flex. 

Wrestling
The wrestling program raised the banner of its past state champions in 
January. Six of the eleven past YellowJacket wrestlers returned to Gilbert to 
participate in this fantastic banner-raising presentation. Those able to attend (left 
to right) were Tom Smith (1993), Roy Thompson (1998), Darek Schibi (1999), Devin 
Schibi (2002), Marshall Deane (2009), and Josh Hoxie (2011). We honored these 
state champions as present high school—and future youth —wrestlers looked on!

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Come show your support at a game, meet, or match! You can check 
out the schedules anytime on our website at www.gilbertschool.org.

TGS Welcomes New Coaches! 
We had three new coaches join our ranks: 
Kaitlyn Gillard, Volleyball:  
She takes over after 32 years of service by Cindy Fixer.  
Kaitlyn is our new international guidance counselor. 
Mike Dombrowski, Girls’ Varsity Soccer:  
He takes over for Nikki Hoxie and teaches social studies.  
Brad Toomey, Boys’ Varsity Soccer:  
He takes over as 10-year veteran Jim Hester heads into retirement. 
Brad teaches 9th grade English.

5
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 School Views

HOMECOMING 2015!

Patrick/Robert Kilpatrick, 1968:  
DIsTInguIsheD ProfessIonal achIevemenT
 
Bill Newman, 1950:  
The gIlberT herITage awarD
 
Werner Oyanadel, 1989:  
ouTsTanDIng communITy servIce
 
Paul Gallo, 1985:  
ouTsTanDIng aThleTe

See pages 7–8 to nominate a classmate for a 2016 award.

The Gilbert School Annual  
Alumni Volleyball Game  
The annual Alumni Volleyball Game was just one of  the 
many activities enjoyed on Homecoming Family Day.  
Join your classmates next year and bring your family! 

Top row: MaryEllen (Staszowski) Vaccari (1972), Allison (Fixer) Wheeler (1988), 
Amanda (Jassen) Jasenski (2001) with Landen, Bob DiMartino (1990) 
Bottom row: Angelina Abreu, Monique (Parks) Abreu (1998), Cindy Fixer (1978),  
Liza (Vaccari) DiMartino (1993), Skylar DiMartino

Each year since 1980, Gilbert’s graduating seniors have 
attended Project Graduation, an all-night, drug- and 

alcohol-free party. It is an opportunity for the students to 
be together as a class and enjoy themselves in a safe and 
supervised environment. 
 The party is a school event, but the planning and 
fundraising are done entirely by parents of the graduating 
class. The cost has been approximately $10,000 or about 
$100 per student. This year, the committee is asking 
parents, alumni, and businesses to donate directly to 
Project Graduation. If we meet our goal of $10,000, there 
will be no need to hold other fundraising events.  
 Donations may be made in a variety of ways and are 
tax-deductible. Checks can be made payable to The 

Gilbert School and mailed to The Gilbert School, Attn: 
Charlotte Madia, 200 Williams Ave., Winsted, CT 06098, 
with a note in the memo stating “for Project Graduation.”  
 Donations can also be made online through The 
Gilbert School website: http://www.gilbertschool.org/
page.cfm?p=1070. Click on the Donate button on the 
bottom of the page to reach the PayPal screen. It is 
extremely important that you put “Project Graduation” 
in the purpose line on the PayPal page to ensure that your 
donation goes directly toward this cause. (You do not have 
to have a PayPal account to donate there; credit cards are 
accepted also.)
 We are grateful for donations in any amount! 

Thank you!

Congratulations to the 
2015 Alumni Award Winners! 

PROJECT GRADUATION by Martha Rein, Gilbert Parent
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2016 Guidelines                                                                                             Nomination Form 
 

THE GILBERT SCHOOL 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS 

 
The Gilbert School Annual Distinguished Alumni Awards are given to those who have demonstrated commitment 
to, and application of, the standards of excellence for which The Gilbert School is known. Through meritorious 
service, noteworthy civic and philanthropic endeavors, and/or exceptional personal or professional achievement, 
these individuals have brought distinction to themselves, their colleagues, their communities—and thereby to their 
alma mater. We encourage the nominations of those who exemplify and embrace such excellence, reflecting the 
proud legacy and tradition of our school. We are honored to annually recognize individuals in five categories: 
 
 

! THE GILBERT HERITAGE AWARD 
This award is presented to an alumnus of The Gilbert School who, through significant personal or 
professional contributions or accomplishments during his or her lifetime, has distinguished him/herself 
within the history of the school, bringing honor and pride to all alumni and representing the traditions  
and heritage of The Gilbert School. This award may be given posthumously. 
 

! YOUNG ALUMNI ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
This award is presented to an alumnus of The Gilbert School who graduated from Gilbert within the past 
twenty years. The recipient is chosen based on achievement of outstanding personal or professional 
success in business, entrepreneurship, or the community. Through such accomplishments, he or she 
serves as a role model for younger individuals. 
 

! DISTINGUISHED PROFESSIONAL ACHIEVEMENT AWARD 
This award is presented to an alumnus of The Gilbert School who has demonstrated outstanding 
achievement in his or her professional life. The recipient has brought distinction to him/herself and  
The Gilbert School through participation, commitment, and leadership in a chosen profession. The 
length and quality of career accomplishments, dedication to excellence, and respect among colleagues 
are all noteworthy. 
 

! THE W.L. GILBERT AWARD FOR OUTSTANDING COMMUNITY SERVICE 
This award is presented to an alumnus of The Gilbert School or to a member of our greater society.  
It is not limited to an alumnus or to the Winsted area. The recipient has displayed exceptional service  
toward the betterment of life within his or her own community or humanity in general. This award  
honors the significant humanitarian and philanthropic contributions made by William L. Gilbert, founder 
of The Gilbert School. 
 

! OUTSTANDING ATHLETE AWARD 
This award is presented to an alumnus of The Gilbert School who participated on a competitive sports 
team as a Gilbert student and graduated at least ten years prior to the year the award is given. He or 
she exhibited outstanding character, sportsmanship, and his or her own "personal best" skill level, while 
contributing to the overall achievements of the team. His or her positive attitude and team approach 
were evident and respected not only in competition, but also in the classroom and greater community.  

               
 
Nomination form and supporting documents must be submitted to The Office of Alumni Relations on or before May 30th. 
The nominee must be a graduate of The Gilbert School unless otherwise stated in the award's description. Members of 
The W.L. Gilbert School Corporation and The W.L. Gilbert Trust Corporation are not eligible while currently serving.  
 

Nominations are accepted by alumni and friends of The Gilbert School. Nominations are reviewed by The Alumni Advisory 
Council and recommendations are presented to The W.L. Gilbert Trust Corporation for final confirmation. 
 

Congratulations to the 
2015 Alumni Award Winners! 

2016 guidelines



2016 Guidelines                                                                                             Nomination Form 
 
 

THE GILBERT SCHOOL 
DISTINGUISHED ALUMNI AWARDS 

 
 
Please select one award category: 
 
__       The Gilbert Heritage Award 
 

__       Young Alumni Achievement Award 
 

__       Distinguished Professional Achievement Award 
 

__       The W.L. Gilbert Award for Outstanding Community Service 
 

__       Outstanding Athlete Award 

 
Name of nominee:        Class Year:    
 
Profession/Job title/Volunteer role:          
 
Organization:       email:       

 
Person proposing nomination:      Class Year:    
 
Address:              
 
Phone:        email:       
 
Please state the candidate's qualifications here or on a separate sheet: 
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________ 
 

Please mail this form and any supporting documents by May 30 to: 
 

The Office of Alumni Relations 
The Gilbert School 

200 Williams Avenue 
Winsted, CT 06098 

 
Distinguished Alumni Awards will be presented during Homecoming Weekend in the fall. 

 
For additional forms or questions, email gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org or call 860-379-1245, ext. 200. 

8

2016 Nomination Form
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IT was a Dream ThaT was long In comIng. 
  

I got the idea for the American Museum of Tort Law in 
1998. I was in Colorado speaking with a prominent trial 

lawyer, who had several models and other exhibits in his 
office for use in a trial. I asked him, “What happens to 
these after the trial is over?” and he told me that they are 
disposed of, or go into storage. That seemed like a shame 
to me—all that work and 
creativity, used once, and 
then lost forever.
 At the same time, I was 
aware of how important 
tort law is in protecting 
the health and safety of 
all Americans, and how 
ferocious were the attacks 
against it from corporate 
interests who didn’t like 
being held accountable. 
 I was surprised to learn 
that there were no law 
museums in the country, 
even though law is such an 
essential part of American 
life. So I developed the idea of a museum
that would celebrate tort law and the right of trial by jury, 
both of which are pillars that protect individuals from 
the unchecked power of corporations and overreaching 
government.
 What is tort law? Tort law is the law of wrongful 
injuries. When someone is injured because of another’s 
wrongful act, the injured person can go into court to seek 
justice. Tort law is a big area of the law, and covers injuries 
from such acts as medical malpractice, defective products, 
dangerous toys, and even toxic environmental harm.
 The purposes of tort law are three: To compensate the 
injured person; to disclose, in open court, the wrongdoing 
that caused the injury; and to deter similar harmful acts in 
the future.
 And it all rests on the power of the jury—citizens from 
all walks of life—who participate in the most democratic 
form of government, directly rendering justice.

 Well, it took years to raise the funds necessary to 
create the museum. We never accepted any government 
money—it was all raised from private donors. But finally 
everything came together. We were able to buy the 
beautiful old Winsted Savings Bank building and renovate 
the interior, while preserving the exterior and many of 
the original interior aspects (including the vault!). The 
museum contains exhibits about many important cases, 

which were selected by 
Professor Joseph Page of 
Georgetown Law School. 
Eisterhold Associates, a 
notable and award-winning 
firm, designed the exhibits. 
Eisterhold has designed 
many museums around the 
world; we were fortunate to 
have them help us.  
 The American Museum 
of Tort Law opened on 
September 26, 2015, 
seventeen years after I first 
thought of it. It contains 
exhibits about precedent-
setting cases which have 
shaped our legal landscape, 

and cases of importance to all Americans—cases like 
Grimshaw v. Ford Motor, about the dangers of the Ford 
Pinto; asbestos litigation, which compensated hundreds of 
thousands of Americans for the terrible injuries knowingly 
inflicted upon workers by large asbestos companies; 
and the tobacco litigation, which revealed the industry’s 
deception and cover-up, and led to billions of dollars paid 
to state governments to pay for the ravages caused by lung 
cancer and other health burdens from cigarettes. There 
are interactive panels in which visitors can not only learn 
about a number of important cases, but can also think like 
judges, jurors, and attorneys, as they ponder the “questions 
for thought.” 
 Visitors will also enjoy a short movie about the roots of 
trial by jury in the American Revolution, and the role that 
tort law has played, and will continue to play, in protecting 
all of us.

by Ralph Nader, Class of 1951

On the Right Side 
Of the Law

Gilbert history students toured the museum and had a one-hour private 
Q & A with Mr. Nader.
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Alumni News

From Gilbert Student 
to Gilbert Teacher
 by Alanne (Kennedy) Turina, Class of 1968

Gilbert School has always held a special place in my heart. 
Now retired, I enjoy having time to reminisce and I would 

like to take you on a walk down memory lane. 
     My family moved to Winsted from Vermont in March 1956, 
six months after the 1955 flood. We had relocated so that my 

father could help build Hogback Dam. We lived on North Main 
Street directly across from Green Woods School where I entered 

kindergarten that fall. I credit my first grade teacher, Miss Ruth 
DeMars (who later became Mrs. Richards), with triggering my love of learning 
and desire to be a teacher.
 But my connection to Gilbert also started at that young age. Since the old 
Gilbert School was at the opposite end of East End Park, it was a short walk to visit 
that grand, old building. I remember my high-school-aged neighbors taking me 
there. I was enthralled by the library, the wood-paneled classrooms, and the hustle 
and bustle of the bobby-soxers passing through the hallways and socializing on the 
front grounds. Everyone seemed so grown up, and I couldn’t wait to be in  
high school.
 Back at Green Woods, the Gilbert connection continued. The Nichols 
and Fecto boys, whose fathers both taught at—and became principals of— 
Gilbert, were classmates. Mrs. Nichols was a 
substitute teacher who encouraged my writing and 
predicted that one day I would be editor of 
The Gilbert News. (I chose the yearbook instead, but 
close enough!) A best friend’s mother, Rosamond 
Falzone, taught home ec and another’s father, Bill 
“Doc” Flaherty, taught physics and chemistry. A 
classmate’s mother, Mae Hayes, was the school 
nurse. A neighbor, Mrs. Lovely, was an English 
teacher who shared stories from her Gilbert 
classroom with me. And I also came to know Jim 
Fortuna, a business teacher there, when he lived for a 
time at Greystone with my aunt and uncle. By the time I was ready to enter  
high school, I already felt like The Gilbert School was home.
 I can still vividly picture myself as a Gilbert student. It truly does seem like 
yesterday. My homeroom (210) was directly across from the office, under the 
playful eye of Donald Walker. My locker (a lower one, thank goodness) was  
just down the hall on the left; I believe it was #432 and I remembered the 
combination for years after graduation. I even visited that locker on a tour  
of the campus in 2014.
 I had some teachers for multiple classes: Dorothy Barton, Margery Bailey, 
Doc Flaherty, Faye Kilpatrick, Joan McGowan, Katherine Morehardt, Elizabeth 
Mutch, and “Ma” Sonier. As a result, those individuals left the biggest impressions 
on me, along with Richard Healy with whom I worked on the Miracle for three 

 The American Museum of 
Tort Law is located at 654 Main 
St. in Winsted. It is open 10:30 
– 5:00, Wednesday through 
Monday (closed Tuesday), from 
April 1 through December 31. 
In the winter months, please 
call to schedule an absorbing, 
educational tour. The students 
from Gilbert—and from around 
the state—who have scheduled 
tours have loved the experience.  
 I am particularly glad that 
the museum is located in my 
hometown of Winsted. All too 

often small towns are overlooked, 
as though only major cities are the 
obvious locations. But Winsted 
is a town that was part of all 
American history through the 
Industrial Revolution. I hope that 
the museum’s presence in Winsted 
will help our town grow and 
prosper. 

For more information,  
call 860-379-0505 or visit 
www.tortmuseum.org.

Anthony Serio, Ralph Nader, and 
Alan Strauss at The Gilbert School

 Exhibits on display at the museum



11

From Gilbert Student 
to Gilbert Teacher
 by Alanne (Kennedy) Turina, Class of 1968

years. But all our teachers took their jobs seriously and it was 
obvious that they wanted only the best for their students. Each 
teacher had his or her personal “quirk.” Who could forget 
Dorothy Barton’s “a-hem,” Joan McGowan’s togas, Katherine 
Morehardt’s brooches and coordinating earrings, Margery 
Bailey’s sending you for a drink of water when you were stuck 
on a test question, and Doc’s butterscotch candies!
 But Gilbert wasn’t just class time and homework. It was 
also a social community with a multitude of extracurricular 
activities and community activities—something for 
everyone. There were drama productions, Glee Club concerts, 
door-to-door World’s Finest Chocolate sales to fund exchange 
concert trips to NH, RI, and MA, pep rallies, bonfires, proms, 
bus trips to the American Shakespeare Festival Theater, 
senior smorgasbord, award assemblies, Barbara McKie’s 
Parker House rolls and pizza, letter sweaters, cruising the 
drag (driving back and forth from one end of Main Street to 
the other, going around the rotary islands at Hinsdale and 
Torringford), gold signet rings, girls in dresses and skirts—no 
pants, Miracle deadlines, Miss Morehardt’s year-long senior 
literature project (my author was John Steinbeck), biology’s pig 
dissection (thank you, Glen McMahon, for doing most of ours), 
and signing yearbooks. Lastly, I remember our class trip to 
Ocean Beach, class night in Winchester Center, and gracing 
the auditorium stage in June 1968 for graduation before 
exiting Gilbert’s “hallowed halls” for what I thought was the 
final time.
 I attended Central Connecticut State College (now 
University) and earned my teaching degree in English. I 
graduated summa cum laude and I give much of the credit 
for that to the education I received at Gilbert. But the icing 
on the cake was being offered a teaching position at Gilbert 
along with a fellow 1968 classmate, Lisa Vaccari, who went on 
to marry another faculty member, Craig Schroeder. Thomas 
Wolfe famously borrowed Ella Winter’s comment that “you 
can’t go home again,” but we did. And so began the next 10 
years of my life on the other side of the desk.
 Teaching at your own high school makes for an easy 
progression. You know the campus; you know the schedule; 
you know the curriculum; you know the faculty and staff; and 
you probably know the families of many of your students, if 
not the students themselves. One thing I did find somewhat 
awkward was suddenly being a peer of people who had 
previously been my respected “elders” and mentors. The staff 
was welcoming, but I do recall one difficult transition. Dorothy 
Barton, my algebra and senior math teacher for two and a 
half years, was “all business” in the classroom. Out of respect, 
I could not envision addressing her as Dorothy or, worse yet, 
Dot. But that is what she expected and eventually I was able  
to forgo the formality. (But, truth be told, it was not easy  
for me to do so.)

 This was a wonderful period in my life and I did my 
best to provide my students not only with knowledge, but 
also the same sense of confidence, empowerment, and pride 
that my Gilbert teachers had given me. Under the guidance 
of Elaine Fortuna, we transitioned the English curriculum, 
offering more modern and meaningful electives to juniors 
and seniors. In addition to teaching English, I advised the 
Drama Club and Miracle board, both of which I was part of as 
a student. I also expanded my own horizons by chaperoning 
four student trips to Mexico, Denmark/Sweden, Germany, 
and Spain.
 My tenure at Gilbert ended when my husband and 
I decided to continue our life in southern California. My 
career path took a turn into the business world, but I am proud 
to say that it continued successfully. I know that much of that 
is due to the preparation for life I received as a Gilbert student 
and to the workplace experience as a Gilbert faculty member.
 Winsted owes more than it could ever repay to William L. 
Gilbert for his endowment, which enabled the establishment 
of The Gilbert School 120 years ago. His interest in education 
and assisting the less privileged helped to nurture a school 
that was—and still is—not just a learning institution, but 
also a community of caring educators and staff who put their 
students’ well-being first.
 I am and always will be proud to be a Gilbert alumna.  
I gained an education there, developed life skills there, 
made lifelong friends there, and experienced a supportive 
work environment there. In recalling these memories, I am 
reminded of the Gilbert alma mater, “The Gilbert Gold and 
Blue,” written by Hollis French, a 1918 Gilbert graduate, 
and first sung by the Gilbert student body on December 12, 
1930. If you haven’t thought about it for a while, do yourself a 
favor: pull it out and sing it to yourself. You, too, may conjure 
up warm memories of your days ’Neath the Gilbert Gold 
and Blue.

Alanne lives in Palm Springs, CA, and can be reached 
at alannekturina@gmail.com.
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Alumni News

The Classes of 1964 and 1965 held a combined 50th reunion in September at the Cornucopia in Torrington. Janice McKie 
says, “A very nice and enjoyable evening with some attending for the first time. Lots of catching up with old friends and 
classmates and exchanging emails to keep in touch now. Fun was had by all. We are friends forever!”

50th Reunion, Classes of 1964 and 1965

First row: Fred Roy, Don Truax,  
Don Waldron, Bill Gemetro,  
Gail Roberts, Al Woodworth

Second row: Karen (Goodenough) Papp, 
Ron Izumi, Elaine (Bazzano) Centrella, 
Dora Lou (Carpentier) LaMere,  
Gayle (Milano) Gemetro

Third row: Jim DiMartino,  
Betty (Olszanski) Atherton,  
Judy (Ouellette) Hayes, Judy (Wald) 
Boyle, Marilyn (Gundelach) Bazzano

Fourth row: Ken Burke, Janice Ells, 
Doreen (Bruno) Risedorf

Fifth row: Larry Marolda,  
Art Rehermann,  
Janice (Wasilonsky) McKie

Last row: Jack Grazia, Jim Walsh, 
Sebastian Sorrentino

20th Reunion, Class of 1995
The Class of 1995 
held their 20th 
reunion in October 
at Green Woods 
Country Club. 
Reunion planner 
Melissa (Clark) 
Carfiro said, “The 
reunion was a blast. 
Everyone had a great 
time and Ms. Vaccari 
even stopped by to 
pay a visit!”
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60th Reunion, Class of 1955
The Class of  1955 held their 60th reunion last September at Crystal Peak in Winchester. Over 30 graduates came together to renew friendships 
formed many years ago. Several toured the old high school to see what still remains from when they were there. Some came from as far away as 
California, Florida, New York, Massachusetts, and Vermont. The picture shows alumni and their guests.

First row: Greg Woodworth, Phil Ostapko, Rose Marie (Brady) Smith, Jane (Moseley) Bronk, Josephine Radocchio, Bob Herdling, Mary Foster, Jim Foster, David Nelson, Bob 
Sturm, Nancy Sturm  Second row: Trudy (Wilbur) Tanner, Sandy (Whitney) Light, Paul Felgate, Bev Navin, Sylvia (Noel) Bovi, Marci (Casey) Miller, Hoyt Nelson, Noreen 
(DiMartino) Lampognana  Third row: Luke Tanner, Dave Light, Dan Pranka, Lucille Felgate, Leslie Holland, Nancy Nelson, John Miller, Madeline (Kilbourn) Johnson 
Fourth row: Ada Parmelee, Hugh Parmelee, Sue (Turner) Dooley, Betty (Curtiss) Driscoll, Donn Holland, Fred Chaplen, Mary Ann (Nycz) Chaplen, Roger Monty, Barbara 
Anne Reese, Elaine Schlapak, Beth (Doty) Breakell, Marilyn (Schaefer) Vaill, Katherine (Lambert) Sobol (partially hidden), Norma (Lovely) Jarvis, Karen (Hitchcock) Markle,  
Brian Markle. Bill Driscoll is almost hidden behind Fred and Mary Ann Chaplen. Ted Church attended the reunion but was not available when the picture was taken.

72nd Reunion, Class of 1943
The Class of 1943 held a 72nd reunion at the Green Woods Country Club in October. For a group of ninety-year-old people, we had to 
opt for a luncheon. Those present were Barbara (Palmenberg) Reidy, Mary (O’Dwyer) Welz with her daughter Sue Fracasso, Richard 
Colt, Philip DiCara, and the planning committee: Margaret (O’Brien) Riiska, Josephine “Babe” (Staszowski) Ochotnicky, and Shirley 
(Kolega) Moore with her daughter, Susan Belle-Isle, who is a member of the Board of Trustees at Gilbert.   
 Dr. Anthony Serio, Head of School, and Mr. Alan Strauss, Principal, were invited and gave an interesting and meaningful dialogue 
about the many changes at Gilbert, including the international program and the inclusion of the 7th and 8th grade students from the 
Winchester public schools. We certainly appreciated that they took the time to be with us, since we know they have very busy schedules. 
 This was only our fourth reunion with the others being the 35th, the 50th, and the 60th. Thanks to Babe, we were treated royally, not 
only by the Green Woods staff, but by an unknown person who paid for our lunches. We were all in awe when we were told that someone 
had taken care of the tab and wished to remain anonymous. I hope it was an alumnus who will read this article and know how much we 
appreciated such kindness. THANK YOU! Submitted by Shirley Moore, Marge Riiska, and Babe Ochotnicky

13

Left to right: Shirley (Kolega) Moore, Margaret (O’Brien) Riiska, Mary (O’Dwyer) Welz, Josephine “Babe” (Staszowski) Ochotnicky, Richard Colt, Philip DiCara,  
Barbara (Palmenberg) Reidy



 
*The views expressed in this publication are those of the authors and not necessarily 

those of The W.L. Gilbert Trust Corporation’s members or staff. The Trust is not 
responsible for the consequences of any errors contained within the articles.
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Visual Language of Wabanaki Art 
by Jeanne Morningstar (Davis) Kent 

Class of 1962 
http://amzn.com/1626192332

Be Home Before Dark 
by Linda Jean (Mayhew) Kohler 

Class of 1958 
http://www.behomebeforedark.com

bookendS

Are you an alumnus with a new book?  
Send the title, website, and a high-resolution photo to: 

gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org. 
Let the YellowJacket help spread 

the word to 8,000 readers.

Upcoming Reunions 

50TH REUNION, CLASS OF 1966
Contact:  

Sandra (DiVita) Lemelin
jlemelin@charter.net

40TH REUNION, CLASSES OF 1975, 
1976, & 1977 (COMBINED)  

Contacts:  
Andrea (Blanchette) 

   Devereux for ’75 & ’76 
devereux@uchc.edu

Nancy (Nanni) Frink for ’77
Nancy.Frink@thehartford.com

10TH REUNION, CLASS OF 2006
Contact:  

Kaitlin (McGrane) Michaud
kaitlin.mcgrane@gmail.com

 
10TH REUNION, CLASS OF 2005

Contact:  
Juliana Serafini

julianarusk@gmail.com

Alumni News

the W.l. gilbert trustees
The YellowJacket is published twice a year by The W.L. Gilbert Trust 

Corporation.* Members of the Trust not only carry out William L. Gilbert's vision 
for an educational institution of the highest quality, but are also intent on keeping 

alumni informed. This magazine makes it possible to share good news and 
updates from and about past and present students and staff. 

 
current trustees are: 

 
President: Thomas Botticelli 

Vice President: Ellen (Cormier) Marino, 1983 
 Treasurer: Susan (Moore) Belle-Isle, 1970
 Secretary: Deborah (Glynn) Jones, 1970

 
 Natalie (Nalette) Attianese, 1973

Patricia Bourque 
Holly (Marchand) Cassaday, 1990

Alan Colavecchio, 1969
Kathleen (Brady) Jones, 1972

 Joanne (Cannavo) Marzullo, 1970 
 David Sartirana, 1978

Craig Schroeder 
Charles Seaback, 1972 
Steven Sedlack, 1960 

Linda Vaccari
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______________________________ 
1945 
Bob O’Neil wrote two books before 
he died in 2013: Contemplations (under 
the name Robert James), Susie Green 

Publishing, 1984, 
and The Samurai 
Have Landed: 
Understanding the 
Global Success of  
Japan, Vantage 
Press, 1989. From 
Samurai’s About 
the Author page: 

“Robert J. O’Neil has had the unique 
opportunity to witness and compare 
Japanese and American management 
styles and strategies. He rose through the 
ranks at General Electric and RCA. Also, 
responsibility for world-wide marketing 
at GTE Consumer Electronics provided 
further insight.” This news was submitted 
by his sister, Mary Jane (O’Neil) 
Keiller, class of 1947, who married 
Thomas Keiller, also class of 1947 
(deceased 2008). 
______________________________ 
1957 
Charles Day Jr. reports: “I have 
been involved with the Sons of the 
American Revolution for about 
10 years and have held a number 
of positions, including Chapter 
President and Chairman of the State 
of FL, Eagle Scout Scholarship, 
and Recognition Committee. In 
2015, I was 
appointed the 
Florida SAR 
Color Guard 
Commander. 
The Color 
Guard wear 
Revolutionary 
War uniforms 
and participate 
in civic and 
patriotic events 
and observances such as Veterans 
Day, Fourth of July, and important 
battles of the Revolutionary War. 
Guardsmen also get a chance to 
educate and perform posting and 
retiring of  the colors at state meetings 
and school and community special 
events. School children love the 
uniforms and have loads of  good 
questions to ask. The continental  

 
uniforms were those of General 
Washington’s command and the 
militia uniforms were less formal 
dress and under local command. 
We also sponsor a number of youth 
programs, such as essay, speaking, 
and poster contests for elementary 
and high school students, and 
we promote ROTC and JROTC 
programs. Our revolutionary Patriots 
did much to give us our freedoms and 
protect our founding rights. The New 
England states, particularly CT, are 
rich in revolutionary history.” 
_____________________________ 
1960 
From Jon Ryan: “I loved the latest 
edition of the YellowJacket featuring 
the article by 1960’s Connie Church 
and the photo of the four gals from 
the ’60 class. All still looking great! 
I’m planning on getting back for the 
60th event. 
I’ve been 
stuck out in 
Coronado, 
CA (my 
adopted 
hometown) 
since joining 
the Navy 
and heading 
West to the 
Pacific fleet and beyond. All is well 
here as a volunteer docent with USS 
Midway Museum and full-time fun 
with our three grandchildren. As 
my daughter says, ‘It’s granddad’s 
daycare center!’ Looking forward  
to the next copy of the YellowJacket  
in the mail.” 
______________________________ 
1962 
Jeanne Morningstar (Davis) Kent 
has taken a studio at Whiting Mills 
Studios in Winsted. Her artwork can be 
seen each third Sunday of  the month 
between 11:00 a.m. and 5:00 p.m., when 
many of  the other studios are also open 
to the public. One of  her art pieces was 

featured on the 
Mashantucket 
Pequot 
advertising 
poster and 
postcard for 
“Winter  

 
Moon,” their December show of  Native 
American Art. Find out more about 
her work at www.morningstarstudio9.
com. Jeanne is the author of The  
Visual Language of  Wabanaki Art.  
(See Bookends on page 14.) 
______________________________ 
1966 
Edward Adams 
Jr. says, “Not 
much lately from 
Ed! Added three 
new grandkids in 
November. We 
‘adopted’ the 
adoptive family 
of  some of  our 
grandkids a long 
time ago and they 
have now adopted 
three brothers from Nepal. We are 
expecting our sixth great-grandchild 
in the spring. We also have increased 
the size of  Adams Costume Closet 
by acquiring inventory from another 
costume rental business that had 
closed its doors. We are probably 
the largest costume rental company 
in Colorado Springs.” 
______________________________ 
2015 
Congratulations to Mackenzie 
Andrews-Griswold, who graduated 
Navy basic training in October.

For the next YellowJacket,  
send your good news to:  
gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org
For more school  
and alumni news . . .

Where Are They Now?

Visual Language of Wabanaki Art 
by Jeanne Morningstar (Davis) Kent 

Class of 1962 
http://amzn.com/1626192332

Be Home Before Dark 
by Linda Jean (Mayhew) Kohler 

Class of 1958 
http://www.behomebeforedark.com

Are you an alumnus with a new book?  
Send the title, website, and a high-resolution photo to: 

gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org. 
Let the YellowJacket help spread 

the word to 8,000 readers.

claSS noteS
Where Are They Now?



Paying It Forward
Annual Fund and Scholarships

Donations to the annual fund benefit students directly by enhancing 
academic, athletic, and arts programs, providing technology 

upgrades, and giving teachers an opportunity to request materials 
and advanced training. This fund is used for continued growth and 
improvement in instruction and equipment not covered by The Gilbert 
School’s operating budget. 
 The W.L. Gilbert Trust Scholarships are also more important than 
ever as the cost of  college continues to climb. Please consider helping 
graduating seniors and alumni realize their dreams.   
  
  Giving is easy.  
  You may contribute online at www.gilbertschool.org (click on         
  “Support TGS” in the right-hand column) or by mail using  
  the enclosed envelope. 
 For all donations, please make checks payable to:  
  The W.L. Gilbert Trust with “Annual Fund” or “Scholarship”  
  (or the name of  a particular scholarship) in the subject line.  
  Every gift makes a difference in a student’s life. Thank you!

Blue & Gold Club ($500–$999)
Class of 1984
Gary Cook, 2000
Belinda Douglass, 1973 
Doyle’s Medical Supply
James & Elaine Fortuna
Thomas Head III, 1947
David Poucher, 1968
Lt. Col. Robert Ryan
Donald Schiavone, 1948
John Smyth, 1979
United Way of Lancaster
Vanguard Charitable

The Gilbert Circle ($1000 or more)
Joan Centrella, 1971
Draper Foundation Fund
GE Foundation
Gifford-DeLeon Golf Tournament
John Fracasso Jr., 1975
Jaime Irick, 1992
Constance (Church) Lizak, 1960
Noreen (Brown) Marchand, 1965
Tanya Mongitore
Estate of Donald Sheehan, 1931

Distinguished Donors of 2015

The W.L. Gilbert 
legacy Society 
The philanthropic spirit of  our founder, 
William L. Gilbert, lives on in the generous 
alumni and friends who have become 
part of  The W.L. Gilbert Legacy Society 
by leaving something to the school in 
their wills. Designating a specified sum or 
percentage of  your estate, life insurance 
policy, or real estate property does not 
affect your cash flow during your lifetime. 
If  your situation changes, you can modify 
or revoke it at any time, so there is no 
financial risk.  
 
To find out more about planned 
gifts, call Ken Healy, Director of 
Development, at 860-379-1245, ext. 207, 
or email healyk@gilbertschool.org. 

 charter members 
 Thomas J. Botticelli 
 JoAnn and Harry Briggs 
 Concetto Marino, 1982 
 Ellen (Cormier) Marino, 1983 
 Jean (Woodward) Partridge, 1950 
 James A. Pettit, 1971 
 Steven A. Sedlack, 1960
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Alumni News

All TGS seniors  
and alumni who are  

attending college  
may apply for a  

Gilbert Trust Scholarship  
by April 29, 2016.  

 
The application is  

on our website. Go to:
gilbertschool.org gAlumni g 

Gilbert Trust Scholarships
 

Questions? Email:
gilbertalumni@ 
gilbertschool.org



Distinguished Donors of 2015

 

In Memoriam n                   m

____________________
1935
Irma (Ball) Clampit
December 18, 2015

Christine Fazioli
February 2015
____________________ 
1940
Edith Pasquariello
November 17, 2015
____________________
1941
Barbara Nicosia
December 31, 2015
 
Kenneth Ryan
January 20, 2016
____________________
1944
Jane (Richardson) Cadrain
October 5, 2015
____________________
1945 
Emily (Nanni) Cannavo
December 5, 2015 
 
Richard MacPherson
October 22, 2015 
____________________
1946
William Brady Jr.
April 3, 2015 
____________________
1947
Erwin Cahill
December 9, 2015 
 
 

____________________
1950
Robert Holmes
September 24, 2015 

Jack Ryan
November 19, 2015
____________________
1951
Pearl (Altschuler) Goldbert 
September 20, 2014
____________________
1952
John Sullivan 
January 7, 2016 
____________________
1953
Carol (Seaback) Kittredge
September 10, 2015 

Richard Nanni
July 2015 

Orren Otis
February 2014

Pauline (Gay) Poucher
January 13, 2014
____________________
1954
Donald Crossman
August 28, 2015 
____________________
1956
Gail Jewiss
November 24, 2015

Belinda (Bahr) Talbot
 
 
 

____________________
1957
Karen (Duyser) Delaney
January 25, 2016  

Virginia (Mangan) Huften
January 20, 2016
____________________
1958
Rev. Francis Hart
August 1, 2015
____________________
1965
John Lemelin
December 9, 2015 
____________________
1967
Brian White
August 13, 2015
____________________
1971
Richard MacGregor
July 14, 2014
____________________
1974 
Mark Impelluso
October 16, 2015 
____________________
1978 
Robert Moore
October 23, 2015
____________________
Mark Josef Svonkin
Trustee Emeritus  
The W.L. Gilbert Trust  
January 19, 2016



How Can We Help?
Questions? Comments? 
Address or email change? 
Reunion? Contact us!
___________________________ 
Email  
gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org 
___________________________ 
Phone  
860-379-1245, ext. 200 
___________________________ 
Mail
Office of Alumni Relations
The Gilbert School
200 Williams Ave. 
Winsted, CT 06098 
___________________________  

Office of Alumni Relations 
200 Williams Ave., Winsted, CT 06098

ALUMNI PORTAL
Update your info! You can change your 
address, email, job title, add a brief bio… 
And, you can choose to make any of it 
public so your old classmates can see what 
you’re doing these days. Simply click on 
what you’d like to share (for example, 
“email” or “biography”) and a box will 
appear that gives you the option to make 
that information visible to everyone.

Go to www.gilbertschool.org and 
click on “Your Alumni Portal”  
under the “Alumni” tab.  
Need help? Email the Alumni Communications Director  
at gilbertalumni@gilbertschool.org.
 

Be sure to follow The Gilbert School on Facebook!  
We post good news about students, staff, and alumni 
there. Come see what everyone is talking about!

The YellowJacket is published 
twice a year by The W.L. Gilbert 
Trust Corporation for the benefit  

of alumni and friends of  
The Gilbert School.


