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The Gilbert SchoolG
Welcome to

The Gilbert School is a comprehensive independent middle-senior high school, 
grades 7–12, in Winsted, Connecticut. Set in the picturesque Litchfield Hills of 
Northwestern Connecticut, many prestigious institutions of higher learning are 
easily accessible. The Gilbert School is equidistant to Boston and New York City—
and a half an hour from Hartford’s Bradley International Airport.

Our Mission
The Gilbert School is committed to assuring that all our students are  
prepared to be thoughtful and productive citizens in a complex,  
global society. In pursuing this mission, we believe that: 

• All students can learn and be successful.
• All students are valued and deserve an education  
 that addresses their academic, physical, 
 and social/emotional needs.
• All students are entitled to a safe, healthy, 
 and respectful learning environment.
• All members of The Gilbert School community 
 must uphold high expectations, be accountable, 
 and demonstrate a commitment to excellence.
• Celebrating the unique heritage of The Gilbert School     
 strengthens community pride and inspires      
 individual accomplishments.
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Hello and Welcome:

I am Anthony Serio, Ed.D. the Head of School/Superintendent for The Gilbert School in 
Winsted, Connecticut. It is with great pleasure that I welcome you to TGS. The Gilbert 
School is a unique and wonderful private 7–12 comprehensive middle/high school. 
Our school has a rich history, dedicated faculty and staff, a supportive community, 
and in 2013 is introducing an International Residency Program. Set in the picturesque 
Litchfield Hills, The Gilbert School is equidistance to Boston, MA and New York City 
and many excellent institutions of higher education. 

I am extremely excited about our implementation of the International Residency 
Program that will have its inaugural year in August of 2013. I am invigorated by this 
work and impassioned by the vision of The Gilbert School as a true global education 
environment that brings 21st century skills to the multicultural students who will make 
up our classes. This is a great opportunity for your children — our students — to have 
their horizons expanded by experiencing the multicultural atmosphere that 
will exist at The Gilbert School.

Mr. Alan Strauss, our Principal, brings to The Gilbert School a wealth of knowledge in 
curriculum and instruction. Both Mr. Strauss and I began our positions at The Gilbert 
School in the beginning of August. I was just one of four administrative changes to take 
place over the summer. In addition to Mr. Strauss, we promoted Ms. Susan Sojka to 
Associate Principal for grades 7–9 and we hired Ms. Mary Verrastro to be our 
Assistant Principal for grades 10–12. 

As a team, we immediately began the process of introducing higher rigor and standards 
to our school. We worked with staff to prepare for the opening of the International 
Residency Program, planning professional development and forging a direction for 
curriculum, instruction, and program offerings. We all have high expectations to 
introduce new courses and programs that will enhance the education of our students 
over the next few years. These offerings can be found in this Program of Studies. 

The staff at The Gilbert School takes great pride in their work and is dedicated to making
the school a successful learning environment. It is understood that we must all work 
together to provide educational opportunities for our students. William L. Gilbert 
founded The Gilbert School for the purpose of providing instruction “for the improve-
ment of mankind by affording such assistance and means of educating the young as  
will help them to become good citizens.” I see that spirit alive today in our staff.
 
Sincerely,

anthony serio, ed.d.
Head of School/Superintendent

The Gilbert School 
message from the head of School/Superintendent

Welcome to The Gilbert School, a 7–12 comprehensive independent school located in 
the beautiful Northwest Corner of Connecticut. The Gilbert School is committed to 
preparing every student for our rapidly changing society. Our mission is directed at 
incorporating a shared responsibility for the growth of each student from grades  
7 to 12, leading to continued education and/or employment after graduating from  
The Gilbert School. 

This Program of Studies allows us one opportunity to showcase who we are, where we 
are going, and what we can offer you academically. We are steeped in tradition with a 
remarkable alumni base and yet, we are excited at the future of where we are going as a 
school community. The Associate Principal, Mrs. Susan Sojka, is responsible for grades 
7, 8 and 9, while the Assistant Principal, Mrs. Mary Verrastro, is assigned to grades  
10, 11 and 12. We have an outstanding counseling program, a state-of-the-art graphics 
program and media center, dedicated faculty and staff, outstanding technological 
opportunities for all learners, and a solid curriculum based on the whole learner.

As you read through our Program of Studies, you will see our extensive and growing 
partnership with Northwestern Connecticut Community College, our ECE (Early 
College Experience) with the University of Connecticut, a plethora of Advanced 
Placement courses that are growing each year, our graduation requirements, and our 
Mission Statement. We are proud of what we do daily and we are proud of the students 
who leave The Gilbert School and choose to enter the armed forces, attend two-year 
schools, or prestigious universities.

The administrative team is working on our instructional program and adding a STEM 
(Science, Technology, Engineering, Mathematics) initiative, as well as providing iPads 
and training to every faculty and staff member. Students will be part of the one-to-one 
student program where every student will be receiving an iPad as part of their learning 
experience here at The Gilbert School.

The Staff, Faculty, Administration, The W. L. Gilbert School Corporation, and The  
W. L. Gilbert Trust Corporation are all committed to continuous improvement.  
Your success is our success. Please let us know how we can help and we look  
forward to being a part of this journey with you.

Sincerely, 

alan J. strauss
Principal

The Gilbert School 
message from the Principal
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administration
anthony serio, ed.d.
Head of School/Superintendent

alan J. strauss
Principal

susan o. sojka
Associate Principal

mary c. verrastro
Assistant Principal
 

art
Jason A. Crouch
Margaret M. Steinway

business
John A. Dombrowski, Jr.
Cynthia C. Prelli

computer network/lab
William P. Schouten

counseling
James S. Czaja
Kim M. Fiducia
Rachel M. Shlatz
 
social worker
Julie L. McDougall

english
Rebecca C. Boller
Karen F. Gerum
Jennifer S. Gilley
Maura C. Hurley
Tina M. Keegan
Debra L. Lewis
Scott A. Macomber
Lori E. McKulsky

Family/consumer  
science
Heather M. Carter

library/media center
Joleen R. Pillar

mathematics
Karen D. Corrigan
Barbara J. Elliott
Michael Lindberg
Travis W. Lowman
Lauren K. Pytel
Raymond D. Robillard

music
Adam P. Atkins
Scott H. Minnerly

nurses 
Carolyn D. Borgman R.N
Kelli-Ann Gilbert R.N.

physical education
Joseph W. Dombrowski
Cynthia A. Fixer
Gene L. Michaud

science
Joseph E. Brady
Melissa R. Bryant
Patrick M. Cooke
Keith A. Ontko
Kim M. MacDonald
Lynn R. Richardson

social science/history
Cynthia J. Geiger
Charles E. Harbach
Gerald M. Hicks
Wendy A. Sultaire 
Maryann Welcome

technology education
Michael J. K. Hogle

world language
Cheryl A. Caneschi
Donald G. Goetz
Deborah A. Hampel
John M. Higgins
Nancy Tracy 
 

The Gilbert School is a 
comprehensive secondary school 
consisting of a diverse population 
of students, parents, community 
members, and educators. We are 
dedicated to creating learning 
opportunities that inspire, 
educate, and support learners in 
achieving their greatest potential 
in order that they may grow to 
be productive citizens in our 
complex, ever-changing society. 

The Gilbert School Faculty

dr. anthony serio 
Dr. Anthony Serio, the Head of School/Superintendent for  
the Gilbert School in Winsted, CT, has been an educator in the 
Commonwealth of Massachusetts and the State of Connecticut for 
forty years. Dr. Serio is leading The Gilbert School’s initiative to 
establish an International Residency Program. 

Dr. Serio is committed to creating an international program at The Gilbert School 
that will emphasize Twenty-First Century Skills. His dedication to project-based 
learning and technology will be emphasized at The Gilbert School. Students will 
have many opportunities to apply what they learn in the classroom to projects that 
they develop with their classmates and teachers. Collaboration and teamwork with 
students from around the globe will provide opportunities for real-world problem 
solving, critical thinking, and authentic assessments through project-based learning. 

Dr. Serio worked as a Science and Advanced Math Teacher and became a counselor/
psychologist through his studies at Boston College where he attained his Master’s 
Degree and Certificate of Advanced Education Studies. He completed his Doctoral 
Studies in Education at The University of Massachusetts-Amherst. He entered 
administration as a Director of Special Education and advanced to the position of 
Superintendent of Schools. He has spent twenty-eight years leading school districts 
in reforming and restructuring their educational practices. A lifelong advocate for 
children and education, Dr. Serio is leading a team of dedicated administrators, 
faculty, and staff to bring high rigorous standards, differentiated instruction, authentic 
assessment, and project-based learning to the students of The Gilbert School. 

Head of School, Superintendent
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philosophy
The Gilbert School was founded by William L. Gilbert 
for the purpose of providing instruction and “for the 
improvement of mankind by affording such assistance 
and means of educating the young as will help them 
to become good citizens”. Therefore, our philosophy 
embodies the following key components:
	 •	To	be	concerned	with	the	development	of	the	entire			
  student: his/her physical, intellectual, emotional and  
  social growth.
	 •	To	prepare	our	students	with	the	life	skills	necessary		
  to survive, succeed and contribute to our society.
	 •	To	motivate	students	in	the	quest	of	knowledge	for		 	
  their entire lives.
	 •	To	nurture	the	growth	of	values	such	as	respect,	
  honesty, tolerance, and strong work ethics.
	 •	To	present	a	curriculum	that	will	provide	a	challenge		
  for students at all levels, giving all students    
  responsibility, accountability and an active    
  participation in their education.
	 •	To	be	knowledgeable	in	the	newest	methods	and		  
  trends in education, including technology, and to   
  implement in the curriculum those programs that  
  are responsive to the changing needs of society.
___________________________________________________ 
 
504 Federal/state policy 
It is the policy of The Gilbert School not to discriminate 
on the basis of race, color, religious creed, age, physical 
disability (in accordance with Section 504 of the 
Rehabilitation Act of 1973), national origin, ancestry, 
marital status, mental disorder, criminal record or sex 
(in accordance with Title IX of the 1972 Education 
Amendments) in any of its educational programs, activities 
or employment practices. The Gilbert School is an Equal 
Opportunity/Affirmative	Action	Employer.

Additionally, sexual harassment shall not be tolerated in 
any part of the school by The Gilbert School Corporation. 
Any attempt to demonstrate such behavior, either explicitly 
or implicitly, shall constitute grounds for disciplinary action.
___________________________________________________ 
 
accreditation and memberships 
The Gilbert School is fully accredited by the Connecticut 
State Department of Education and the New England 
Association of Schools and Colleges. The school 
maintains a chapter of the National Honor Society, which 
is sponsored by the National Association of Secondary 
Schools; The Connecticut Interscholastic Athletic 
Conference; The Connecticut Association of Boards 
of Education; National Association of Supervision and 
Curriculum Development; Connecticut Association of 
Supervision and Curriculum Development; New 

England Association of College Admissions Counselors; 
and various memberships pertinent to the various 
departments, i.e., Business, English, World Languages, 
Mathematics, Music, Physical Education, Science, Social 
Studies, Technology and Pupil Services.
___________________________________________________

graduation policy
The Board, working with the Administration, is responsible 
for maintaining the integrity of The Gilbert School diploma.  
The Corporation, represented by its chairman, will award 
a Gilbert diploma to only those students who have been 
verified	by	the	Superintendent	as	having	successfully	
completed the graduation requirements, thereby earning 
the honor of receiving a Gilbert School diploma.

To earn a Gilbert School diploma, a student must meet  
the graduation requirements that are determined by  
The Gilbert School and the State of Connecticut.

Additionally, to be eligible for a Gilbert School diploma:
	 •	A	student	who	transfers	into	The	Gilbert	School 
  must be in attendance for at least the entire second   
  semester of his/her senior year, as a full-time student  
  carrying at least six (6) full-time classes.

	 •	A	student	who	withdraws	from	The	Gilbert	School,		 	
	 	 deficient	necessary	graduation	credits,	or	a	student			
  who completes his/her senior year at The Gilbert 
	 	 School,	deficient	necessary	graduation	credits, 
  must submit a written plan specifying the manner   
	 	 and	timeline	in	which	the	deficient	credits	are	earned.		
  This plan should be approved by the Principal before  
  it is implemented.  
___________________________________________________
 
graduation reQuirements
Academic Credit Standards
Successful completion of twenty-two (22) Carnegie 
Credits; these credits must include four (4) in English, 
three (3) in Mathematics, three (3) in Social Studies, 
two (2) in Science, one (1) in Arts/Vocational, two (2) in 
Wellness - Physical Education and Health, and seven (7) 
in electives.  New state graduation requirements will be 
implemented with the class of 2018.

Performance Standards
As a means of complying with Connecticut Public Act 
01-166, the Board requires that, prior to graduation, all 
students	demonstrate	a	specific	level	of	skill	in	each	of	the	
following areas: Writing, Mathematics and Technology.   

{ Academic Policies and Information }

Principals

alan J. strauss 
Alan Strauss proudly serves as the Principal of The Gilbert School. His 
extensive educational background spans over 25 years and includes both 
suburban and urban teaching and administrative  experiences. A local, 
state and nationally recognized teacher, administrator and national 
speaker Mr. Strauss is a certified Social Studies teacher and has taught 

AP Psychology, Psychology, Peer Counseling, Sociology, US History, Human Rights 
and Social Justice courses. Most recently selected by the College Board to speak at the 
National Conference on equity and success for every student in an all classrooms,  Mr. 
Strauss  has spent his career advocating for those without a voice, for those who have 
less and with the steadfast belief that every student can succeed. A undergraduate from 
the University of Connecticut, Mr. Strauss has received his Masters degree and his 6th 
year degree in educational leadership form Sacred Heart University, where he is an 
adjunct professor.

sue sojka 
Sue Sojka, Associate Principal at The Gilbert School received a Bachelor 
of Science in Education from The University of Hartford, a Masters 
of Art in Counseling from The University of Saint Joseph, and a 6th 
year certificate in Educational Leadership from Central Connecticut 
State University. For over 20 years, Mrs. Sojka has worked as a teacher, 

private practitioner, school counselor and administrator. The recipient of numerous 
awards, among them; The Earl Bidwell Leadership Award, Connecticut Coalition Child 
Advocacy Award and Connecticut Middle School Dean of Students of the Year.  
Mrs. Sojka supports the philosophy educating all students to promote efforts to 
improve results in terms of school and system culture, teacher practice and  
student learning.

mary c. verrastro
Mary Verrastro is the High School Assistant Principal at The Gilbert 
School, responsible for grades 10-12. Previous to her administrative 
work at The Gilbert School, Mrs. Verrastro was a high school science 
teacher and department chair working in an urban high school teaching 
an extremely diverse population of learners. Mrs. Verrastro has been 

recognized for her teaching in science by the NASA-Plan Teacher’s Academy for her 
innovation and advancement of 21st century skills used in the classroom, and has been 
named a master teacher. She is exceedingly interested in project-based STEM learning 
and is beginning work in this area with the math and science teachers at Gilbert. Mrs. 
Verrastro was also born and raised in New York City and has been exposed to an 
amazing melting pot of ethnic, racial and cultural backgrounds and firmly believes  
that the beauty in life is derived from our individuality and unique perspectives.
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Performance Standard for Writing
A student will have achieved the standard when he/she 
has accomplished one of the following:
 1. Meet or exceed The Gilbert School standard on the  
  Writing Across the Disciplines section of the 
  Connecticut Academic Performance Test (CAPT).
	 2.	Achieve	a	final	grade	that	is	equal	to	or	greater	than		
  C in each of three required English credits (See: 
  English Curriculum standards).
 3. Produce over the course of four English courses, a   
  portfolio of benchmark assignments that indicates   
  growth over time.

Performance Standard for Mathematics
A student will have achieved the standard when he/she 
has accomplished one of the following:
 1. Meet or exceed The Gilbert School standard on the  
  Mathematics section of the Connecticut Academic   
  Performance Test (CAPT).
	 2.	Achieve	a	final	grade	that	is	equal	to	or	greater	than		
  C in each of the three required Mathematics credits  
  (See: Mathematics Curriculum standards).
 3. Produce over the course of three math courses, 
  a portfolio of benchmark assignments that indicates  
  growth over time.
	 4.	Achieve	a	level	of	at	least	70%	proficiency	on	the		 	
  Mathematics Performance Standards Examination.

Performance Standard for Technology
A student will achieve standard when he/she 
accomplishes each of the following:
Hardware Skills
	 •	Identify	basic	computer	components.
	 •	Launch	and	close	a	program.
	 •	Create	and	use	a	system	for	storing,	organizing	and			
	 	 backing	up	files	of	his/her	original	work.
	 •	Demonstrate	knowledge	of	basic	computer			 	
  terminology and purposefully use the following pieces  
  of hardware: a personal computer, storage device and  
  digital camera.

Research and Inquiry Skills
	 •	Formulate	a	topic	for	a	research	paper	or	project	that		
  requires an original, supported outcome.
	 •	Identify	and	assess	available	information	sources,		 	
  including print, electronics and primary sources to  
  determine which sources best suit the research   
  needed.
	 •	Locate	and	evaluate	sources	both	within	and	beyond		
  the school by: using the online card catalog; using  
  Internet search engines; using online databases and  
  indexes; judging the accuracy, currency and bias of   
  found infor-mation; citing sources of information in the  
  proper format; gathering and organizing information   
  into an original word-processed document.

Communication and Use Skills
	 •	Use	technology	to	collaborate	with	others	for	the		 	
  completion of academic work.
	 •	Use	e-mail	to	communicate	with	his/her	teachers		  
  regarding completing and submitting assignments to  
  complete cooperative activities with other students.
	 •	Identify	and	communicate	information	to	various		 	
  audiences through at least two of the following:  
  word-processed report; an oral presentation  
  supplemented by a computer presentation program;  
  a web page that meets school guidelines; a    
  spreadsheet or pictorial presentation of data.

Appropriate Use of Resources Skills
	 •	Understand	and	follow	the	school’s	policies	regarding		
  the use of technology.
	 •	Understand	and	recognize	technological	threats	to		 	
  their privacy and property.
	 •	Understand	and	comply with copyright laws and   
  understand plagiarism.
	 •	Identify	the	uses	of	technology	as	they	relate	to		 	
  society, their academic work, personal lives and  
  future career.

Note:  There are certain situations in which the 
administration	may	reaffirm,	waive	or	modify	the	
Performance Standards as a requirement for graduation, 
in whole or in part, as appropriate to the individual student 
involved, such as in the case of:
•	Special	Education	students,	as	a	part	of	their	IEP.
•	Transfer	Students.
___________________________________________________

school counseling
Upon enrollment in The Gilbert School, each student is 
assigned a counselor. Each student is strongly urged 
to confer with his/her counselor periodically to discuss 
academic and personal progress. In addition to personal 
counseling, the counseling personnel are available to 
assist with the analysis of standardized tests, determine 
academic strengths and weaknesses, help select courses 
compatible with vocational goals and abilities and 
assistance with postsecondary plans. The services of a 
school psychologist and social worker are available to 
assist the counseling staff on a referral basis.

The Gilbert School offers a number of individual post-
seconday scholarships to its students through the 
generosity of local individuals and the forethought of 
William L. Gilbert.  Information is available to each  
student through the Counseling Department.

The services of the counseling staff are available to all 
students, parents and staff having a need for educational, 
vocational or personal counseling and information. 

Course Selection Counseling
Course selection is one of the most important aspects of 
post-secondary school planning. Students and parents 
are encouraged to participate. Careful selection will help 
students achieve the educational goals that they have 
set. Teachers are available for further explanation of 
prerequisites and course descriptions in detail.

Scheduling Process
With the assistance of the Counseling Department, 
teachers, and administration, students and parents are 
assisted in developing a course of studies schedule which 
tries to meet individual needs and post-secondary goals.  
State requirements for graduation must also be met.  
Typically, the timeline is as follows:
	 •	Program	of	Study	booklets	are	distributed	to	all		 	
  students in Grades 8 – 11 at the start of the 
  scheduling process each year.
	 •	Counselors	meet	with	students	in	small	groups	and		 
  on an individual basis to answer questions on   
  course selection. The counselors will assist the  
  student in making appropriate course selections.   
  Prerequisite course requirements, state requirements  
  and teacher recommendations all go into the   
  decision process. Special attention is given to the   
  individual needs and abilities of students.
	 •	A	course	selection	form	is	sent	home	with	each		  
  student. Parents are asked to review choices and   
  then sign the form indicating their approval. The form  
  is then returned to the counselor.
	 •	A	preliminary	computer	run	of	all	schedules	is		 	
  prepared. The Master Schedule is designed based   
  upon a number of factors. Student schedules are   
	 	 finalized	(adjusting	for	course	changes	and	conflicts)		
  after the Master Schedule is completed.
	 •	Changes	or	conflicts	in	individual	schedules	must	be		
	 	 resolved	before	schedules	are	finalized.		
	 •	Often,	adjustments	of	student’s	schedules	take	place		
  during the summer, just prior to the start of school  
	 	 or	during	the	first	few	days	of	a	new	school	year.			 	
  These changes may be due to student failures,   
  courses not being offered, over-subscribed courses,  
  etc. Counselors will work with students to adjust   
  schedules accordingly.
	 •	The	faculty	and	administration	does	not	encourage		  
  changes in schedules. Written parental permission   
  must be received prior to any change taking place.    
  Forms for schedule changes are processed through   
	 	 the	counseling	office.	(See:	Add-Drop	Policy)

academic load
Each student should be scheduled for six (6) full-time 
classes.  Any exceptions shall require prior approval by 
the administration.
___________________________________________________

transFer credit
Credit for a transfer course will be awarded by  
the administration provided the course meets the 
following criteria:  
	 •	PREAPPROVAL	IS	REQUIRED.		The	form	is	available		
	 	 in	the	Guidance	Office.
	 •	To	be	issued	ONE	CREDIT,	the	course	must	meet	a			
  minimum of forty minutes per day for 180 days or 120  
  clock hours. Credits may be prorated based on lesser  
  time parameters.
	 •	Subject	matter	of	the	course	must	be	appropriate	and		
  relevant for the intellectual and maturity level of a high  
  school student.
	 •	The	course	must	be	taken	at	an	accredited 
  educational institution OR other equivalent    
  educational experience validated by the    
  administration.
___________________________________________________

summer school credit
Eligibility to earn academic credit toward graduation  
for summer school work will be based on the  
following criteria:
	 •	A	student	must	complete	the	course	taken	during	 
  the school year and pass at least two terms.
	 •	A	student	must	receive	approval	from	Guidance	or		 	
  the Administration prior to course enrollment.  In some  
  instances, it may be in the best interest of the student  
  to repeat the course during the regular school year.
	 •	No	more	than	two	credits	earned	through	summer		 	
  school can be applied to the graduation requirement.  
	 •	No	more	than	one	credit	earned	through	summer		 	
  school can be applied to any given required  
  subject area. 

Notification	of	these	eligibility	requirements	for	 
summer school credit will be provided to all students  
and their parents through the Student Handbook,  
Parent Handbook, Program of Studies and a notice  
sent	with	final	report	cards.
 
 
 
 
 

academic Policies and information
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add-drop policy
Students are allowed twenty (20) school days from the 
first	day	of	the	school	year	to	add	or	drop	full-year	 
classes or ten (10) days for semester classes in their 
Program of Studies.

The standard add-drop procedure must be followed 
in all classes. Written authorization from a parent plus 
completion of an Add-Drop Form must also be approved 
by the Administrative or counseling staff. Teachers 
involved	must	be	notified	of	schedule	changes.

Generally, students who drop subjects after the 
designated time limit must do so with a “WF” for that 
marking period in which the course was dropped.  
Although	some	flexibility	must	be	exercised	by	the	
Administration, extenuating circumstances will be 
relatively rare. In such a case, teachers and counselors 
will	be	included	in	the	final	determination.
___________________________________________________

homework policy
Homework is an integral and a fundamental part of the 
instructional program and learning process. It is essential 
to	the	student’s	learning	and	development.	Homework	
assignments will be given to reinforce and augment 
the lessons taught in class and provide exercise in the 
development of responsibility and of good work and study 
habits. The Gilbert School recognizes that activities may 
need	modification	to	accommodate	students	with	different	
learning	and	organizational	difficulties	or	those	with	 
other special needs.
___________________________________________________

honor roll
The Honor Roll, based on quarter grades, is divided into 
two categories – High Honors (3.6) and Honors (3.2).  
Honor roll for each term will be determined on a weighted 
four point scale. A grade of C or lower or incomplete in 
any subject excludes a student from the High Honor Roll.  
A grade of C- or lower will exclude a student from the 
honor roll.
___________________________________________________

report cards and progress reports
The Gilbert School operates on a quarterly marking 
system. Report cards and progress reports are mailed 
home four times respectively throughout the year.  
Final	report	cards	are	held	in	the	office	until	all	student	
obligations	are	fulfilled	(cafeteria,	bookstore,	library,	
textbooks, etc.). 

In addition, teachers post to PowerSchool, an online 
site where teachers post grades and attendance on a 
biweekly basis.  

eXaminations
Final examinations, culminating activities or projects are 
given at the conclusion of any course, whether it is a 
semester or year-long course. The examinations are two 
hours in length for all courses. These exams will be given 
during exam week in which two exams corresponding to 
class periods are given daily. Students who fail to take the 
scheduled exam will receive a failing grade. The failing 
grade will then be averaged in with marking period grades 
to	determine	a	semester	or	final	grade.		Any	exceptions	to	
this procedure must be approved by the Administration.
___________________________________________________

incomplete grades
Students not completing course requirements will be 
given ten (10) school days after the close of the marking 
period to complete work. If work is not completed, the 
incomplete work will be calculated into the report card 
grade. Students are reminded that it is their responsibility 
to be certain that all course requirements are completed 
within the required time period. Exceptions to this 
procedure will be made by the Administration.
___________________________________________________

giFted and talented students
Although	no	specific	programs	are	being	offered	for	gifted	
and talented students, several challenging programs 
are available at The Gilbert School. The University 
of Connecticut High School Cooperative Program is 
offered to juniors and seniors who have demonstrated 
exceptional ability. Students accepted into this program 
by the University of Connecticut may receive university 
credit and, at the same time, satisfy some requirements 
for a Gilbert School diploma. In addition, there are many 
Advanced Placement and Honor courses available in 
various departments.
___________________________________________________

university oF connecticut 
Early College Experience
The Gilbert School and The University of Connecticut 
have entered into an agreement to offer college-level 
courses to capable juniors and seniors. Students electing 
UCONN courses may receive university credit while 
satisfying requirements of The Gilbert School. Admission 
to the program and the individual courses will be by 
permission of the instructor and the Administration.   
The participant will carry the cost of the materials used.

UCONN Early College Experience (ECE) provides 
academically motivated students the opportunity to 
take university courses while still in high school. These 
challenging courses allow students to preview college 
work,	build	confidence	in	their	readiness	for	college	and	
earn college credits that provide both an academic and a 
financial	head-start	on	a	college	degree.

ECE	instructors,	who	are	certified	as	adjunct	professors	
by UCONN faculty, create a classroom environment 
fostering independent learning, creativity and critical 
thinking—all pivotal for success in college. The Gilbert 
School offers ECE courses in Chemistry and Mathematics.  
To support rigorous learning, University of Connecticut 
library resources are also available to students.

ECE students must successfully complete the course 
with a grade of C or better in order to receive university 
credit and will be charged a per credit fee in the fall.  For 
additional information, please visit: www.ece.uconn.edu.  

Grading Policy
A = Student demonstrates superior knowledge of the 
subject and superior ability in applying this knowledge to 
new situations. Student shows considerable originality 
in planning and execution of work. Student masters 
advanced work. Assignments are always well prepared.

B = Student demonstrates good knowledge of the 
subject; student completes work accurately and with 
good expression. Student answers questions pertaining 
to the lesson clearly and intelligently. Student judges data 
well and reaches correct conclusions most of the time.

C = Student shows fair knowledge of the subject 
and satisfactory ability in applying knowledge to new 
situations. Student does fairly well in class, but needs 
direction and assistance in judging the data and reaching 
correct conclusions; assignments are usually prepared.

D = Student shows limited knowledge of the subject. 
Student’s	work	is	generally	below	average.	Student	
often answers questions on the lesson inaccurately and 
recalls only a small part of the review work. Assignments 
are frequently incomplete. Further remediation is 
highly recommended.
 
F = Student demonstrates an inadequate knowledge of 
the subject and an inability to judge data or reach correct 
conclusions. Student shows no inclination to master new 
work and usually fails to prepare assignments. Students 
within this range will not receive credit for this course.

northwestern connecticut  
community college
High School Partnership Program
The	Gilbert	School	participates	in	NCCC’s	High	School	
Partnership Program to provide program enrichment  
for its students. Under the agreement, eligible  
secondary-school students will be permitted to  
enroll in Northwestern Connecticut Community  
College courses on a tuition-free basis.

Juniors and seniors with a minimum scholastic average of 
B	will	be	eligible	for	admission.	Students	who	do	not	fulfill	
this requirement may be given special consideration by a 
review committee appointed by the Principal.

Gilbert will grant one credit for each semester devoted to 
a full three-credit college course.  

Final approval will be based upon the recommendation 
of the High School Partnership Program Coordinator and 
The Gilbert School Principal.

Courses taken through the Partnership Program will be 
shown	on	the	student’s	Gilbert	School	transcript	as	an	
elective, with a P or an F as a grade. Credit and grades 
earned through the Partnership Program will not be used 
by The Gilbert School for determining class standing, 
honor	roll,	athletic	eligibility	or	fulfillment	of	 
state requirements for graduation.

Following the completion of course work, it is the 
student’s	responsibility	to	submit	an	official	NCCC	
transcript	to	the	School	Counseling	Office	in	order	for	 
this credit to appear on The Gilbert School transcript.

Tech-Prep Northwest Program/College to Career
Several courses at The Gilbert School are articulated with 
courses at Northwestern Connecticut Community College.  
Gilbert students have the opportunity to receive Gilbert 
and NCCC credit upon successful completion of course 
work. Programs include vocational technical studies, 
applied math, science and communication. Please 
contact your counselor to discuss courses  
with this option.

academic Policies and information
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library media center
The Gilbert School Library Media Center provides support 
to	the	school’s	curriculum	through	its	services	and	its	
collection.	The	collection	consists	of	non-fiction	and	
fiction	books,	audio	and	videocassettes,	magazines,	
newspapers and other periodicals. Research can be 
performed using a variety of online databases including 
ICONN, Opposing Viewpoints, Contemporary Authors, 
SIRS Researcher, SIRS Government Reporter and SIRS 
Renaissance. Multimedia encyclopedias and atlases, as 
well as Internet resources, are also available. An online 
public access catalog and automated circulation provide 
easy access to the collection through the school network 
or from home via the Internet.

The Media Center Lab is available to students, providing 
word-processing software, numerous curriculum-related 
programs, and Internet access. Students are given 
instruction in the use of the various resources by the 
media center staff. A handbook for preparing research 
and writing papers is also provided.

Passes may be obtained from the library media staff 
before school. High Honors students are not required to 
have a pass. The Gilbert School Library Media Center is 
open during the school year on Monday through Thursday 
from 7:40 a.m. to 3:30 p.m. and on Friday from 7:40 a.m. 
to 2:30 p.m.
___________________________________________________

the gilbert school chapter
national honor society 
Introduction 
The National Honor Society ranks as one of the oldest  
and most prestigious national organizations for high 
school students. Sponsored by the National Association 
of Secondary School Principals, the society was 
organized in 1921 and has more than 20,000  
chapters throughout the United States.

The Gilbert School Chapter of the National Honor 
Society’s	primary	purpose	is	to	recognize	and	encourage	
academic achievement while developing character, 
service and leadership in the individual.

Membership is an honor and commitment bestowed  
upon a student. Selection for membership is by  
a Faculty Council and is based on outstanding 
scholarship, leadership, service and character. Once 
selected, members have the responsibility to continue to 
demonstrate these qualities by maintaining their grades, 
participating in annual group service projects, completing 
at least one individual service project per year and 
attending regular meetings.

Those students in grades 10 and 11, who maintain a 
GPA of 3.3 or better, will be invited to apply in early spring.  
Applications are due by the end of March. New members 
will be announced in April and a formal induction will 
take place in May.

General Selection Procedures
	 •	The	National	Honor	Society	honors	outstanding		 	
  students in the areas of scholarship, leadership,   
  character and service.
	 •	To	be	eligible,	the	student	must	be	a	member	of		 	
  the sophomore or junior class and have a minimum   
  cumulative semester GPA of 3.3. Transfer students   
  who have never been members of the National Honor  
  Society must have completed at least one semester at  
  The Gilbert School to be eligible.
	 •	Students	who	meet	the	academic	requirements	for		 	
	 	 eligibility	will	be	notified	and	given	an	opportunity	to		
  complete the Student Activity Information Form.
	 •	The	Faculty	Council,	consisting	of	five	faculty		 	
  members appointed by the Principal, will review the   
  recommendations and Student Activity Information 
	 	 Forms	to	make	the	final	selections.	Students		 	
	 	 receiving	a	majority	of	the	Council’s	vote	are	
  elected into the society.
	 •	Elected	students	are	informed	of	their	election	by	the 
  chapter advisor who acts as a liaison between the   
  Faculty Council and the NHS members.
	 •	Elected	students	become	members	through	an		 	
  induction ceremony for which the date and procedure  
  will be determined annually by the local chapter.
	 •	The	selection	procedure	outlined	here	conforms	 
  to the Constitution and Handbook of the  
  National Honor Society.
___________________________________________________

special services
The Special Services Department of The Gilbert School 
ensures that all students requiring special education and 
related services shall receive needed support. A team 
approach is used in collecting diagnostic data, evaluating 
the data and formulating an adequate special program for 
each	identified	student.

The Special Services Department monitors each student 
through a Planning and Placement Team.

Parents may refer their student via classroom teachers, 
administrators, guidance counselors or directly to 
Special Services.
 

college eXpectations
Post-Secondary Education Planning
The most important factors that colleges consider when 
selecting applicants is the level of coursework taken and 
grades received in high school. Students should work 
closely with their counselors throughout high school in 
this process.

It is important to keep in mind that for long-range planning 
purposes	students	should	look	up	the	specific	entrance	
requirements for each individual school students are 
considering. This is especially critical if students are 
deciding upon specialized programs such as Engineering, 
Nursing or pre-professional (Law or Medicine), Music, Art, 
Fashion Design, or other.

Community Colleges (Northwestern  
Connecticut, Naugatuck Valley):
For excellent programs in business, technology 
and basic human services careers.
“An applicant for admission to a degree program must 
present evidence of graduation from an approved 
secondary school or hold a State High School Equivalency 
Diploma. No admission test is required; however, 
placement tests in reading, writing and mathematics 
are	administered	to	all	incoming	first-year	students	prior	
to	registration.”	Many	of	their	specific	programs	have	
additional requirements.

State Universities:  (Central, Eastern,  
Southern, and Western)
•	4	Years	of	English
•	3	Years	of	Math	(Algebra	I	&	II,	and	Geometry
•	2	Years	of	Science	(lab)
•	2	–	3	Years	of	Social	Studies/History
•	2-3	Years	of	Foreign	Language

Competitive Colleges: (e.g., the University of 
Connecticut, Storrs, Fairfield, Providence)
•	4	Years	of	English
•	3	–	4	Years	of	Math
•	3	Years	of	Science
•	3	Years	of	Social	Studies/History
•	2	–	4	Years	of	Foreign	Language
•	Academic	Electives
 
Highly Competitive Colleges:  
(e.g., Yale, M.I.T., Boston College)
•	4	Years	of	English
•	4	Years	of	Math
•	3	–	4	Years	of	Science	(lab)
•	3	–	4	Years	of	Social	Studies/History
•	3	–	4	Years	of	a	Foreign	Language	(same	language)
•	Academic	Electives

colleges attended by the 
gilbert school graduates 
over the last Four years...

Eighty-six percent of graduating  classes 
went on to advanced schooling: 58% to 
four-year institutions, 27% to two-year 
institutions and 1%, to vocational 
institutions; 1% joined the military. 

academic Policies and information
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promotion reQuirements
The following programs of study represent suggestions 
to students planning their high school education. It is 
important that all students follow one of these programs 
as closely as possible.  Since each student has his/her 
own	special	interests	and	abilities,	some	flexibility	may	
be exercised in order to meet individual needs.  

Regardless of the program of study, all students are 
required to take at least six (6) credits. Students must 
have at least 15 credits to be considered a senior.
___________________________________________________

courses oF study
Honors/AP: In addition to meeting all the graduation 
requirements, the Honors/AP program represents the 
most challenging course of study available. It provides 
the opportunity to be involved in four years of 
Mathematics, English, Science, World Language, and 
Social Studies. It also provides the opportunity to meet 
graduation requirements. Participation in all Honors/
AP and UCONN level courses is based on teacher 
recommendation, which may vary from year to year.

College: This course of study meets the necessary 
graduation requirements as well as prepares the student 
for entry into a four-year college or university.

General: This course is designed to meet graduation 
requirements and to allow the student to explore  
individual interests.
___________________________________________________

subJect oFFerings
The subjects listed in Course Descriptions are available  
to all students. Many courses are required, depending 
on	the	student’s	selection	of	course	of	study.	All	others	
may be used as electives.  Some courses may not 
be avail-able to all students because of scheduling 
conflicts,	particularly	for	those	who	choose	not	to	follow	
a prescribed program. Some subjects have prerequisites. 
(See: Course Descriptions).

PLEASE NOTE: All courses that are offered by  
The Gilbert School have been included in this listing.  
It should be emphasized, however, that not all 
courses will be available each year. In some instances 
courses may be canceled due to curriculum changes, 
reductions and under-enrollment.

Although textbooks are provided for most classes, certain 
electives, UConn, and Advanced Placement courses will 
require students to purchase texts.

ART

The Gilbert School Art Program is comprised of a 
sequence of courses that provide students with the basic 
principles of drawing and design. This allows students to 
become aware of their own artistic potential and areas of 
interest. In our many course offerings, students can 
further explore a wide variety of media and techniques 
or concentrate in one specific area. All courses are 
one semester long.

introduction to design (grades 9-12) (702)                                                    
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This one-semester foundation art course teaches 
students basic drawing skills. Projects include: still life, 
cartooning, portraiture, drawing from observation, 1 & 
2pt. perspective, painting and color theory. A variety 
of technical skills and media (charcoal, pencil, colored 
pencil, tempera, watercolor, and pen & ink) will be 
introduced.	This	class	builds	artistic	confidence	and	
ability so that the student can move successfully into 
other art classes.

drawing (grades 9-12) (703)                                                                                       
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Stop, Look and Draw! Learn how to develop your powers 
of observation. Tap into your drawing skills in a variety of 
projects that include, still life, cartooning, portraits, fashion 
or car design, abstraction, collage and more. Use a wide 
variety of drawing tools and techniques to develop your 
visual communication and drawing skills.

painting (grades 9-12) (708)                                                                                       
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Have you ever wanted to paint a portrait of your best 
friend or family? Sign up for painting and release your 
inner artist! This semester-long course is an introduction 
to the elements of painting with emphasis on composition, 
color and pictorial design. In addition, this course stresses 
development of technical skills related to paint and 
its application. Projects include individual color wheel 
designs,	color	theory	abstract	designs:	Georgia	O’Keeffe	
inspired water color paintings, portraits and much, 
much more.

ceramics i (grades 9-12) (712)                                                                                   
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Make a cartoon portrait in three dimensions, design and 
build a functional mug. This one-semester course focuses 
on the technical skills of hand-building functional and 

sculptural ceramics. This class also introduces wheel 
throwing, vessel making and a variety of glazes. Projects 
will be taught encouraging student creativity, personal 
expression and technical skills.

ceramics studio (grades 10-12) (715)                                                                   
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Ceramics II
By undertaking individualized projects, students will 
have the opportunity to acquire new skills and perfect 
their understanding of technical aspects of ceramics 
production. Students will have the opportunity to 
repeatedly enroll in this course to further their 
artistic development.

ceramics ii (grades 9-12) (714)                                                                  
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Ceramics I
Build bigger and better projects using your Ceramic I 
skills. Ceramics II is a one semester course that continues 
exploring the magic of clay with more hand-building and 
wheel-throwing skills. Students will be making creative 
projects on a more sophisticated individual level.

computer graphics i (grades 9-12) (711)                                                           
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Graphics I will get you on the right pathway to designing 
that	CD	cover	for	the	band	you’ve	always	wanted.	In	this	
semester long course, you will learn how to utilize the 
Mac computers to create many different designs including 
business cards, CD covers and even for your own T-Shirt. 
You	will	learn	the	basics	of	graphic	design	terminology	
and use vector-based computer software (such as 
Freehand and Illustrator) to create your designs.   
Join	us	and	let	your	creative	juices	flow.

computer graphics ii (grades 9-12) (717)                                                         
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Computer Graphics I
In Graphics II learn how to design brochures, logos, 
concert posters and much much more. This semester 
long course will build upon knowledge and skills learned 
in Graphics I and introduce you to rater-based graphic 
software	such	as	Photoshop.	You	will	really	begin	to	
express your unique creative style and add your  
personal expression to each project.
 

 

portFolio preparation (grades 11-12) (706-705) 
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Do you love to draw? Would you like to attend art school 
and have a career in art? This is an advanced level 
drawing class with projects geared toward creating a 
complete and professional portfolio for admission to an 
art school. Career opportunities are explored and the 
student is guided in the choice of an art school. College 
representatives come to show information about their 
schools and portfolio requirements. This class should be 
taken in the fall semester of your senior year. Interested 
students should speak with an art teacher when signing 
up for this class.

sculpture (grades 9-12) (716)                                                                                   
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Introduction to Design
Learn about the history of sculpture and how to make 
three-dimensional artwork using a variety of materials 
and techniques in this semester long class. Unleash your 
creativity	by	building	figures	in	space,	portrait	busts,	
geometric	abstractions,	site	specific	sculptures	or	artist’s	
books and more. Explore gravity and scale while creating 
forms in space.  

web design i (grades 9-12) (666)                                                                               
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students will use Adobe Dreamweaver software to learn 
the basic elements of HTML website building. Students 
will work from templates and be able to create a personal 
website focusing on the basic elements of design and 
proper website construction. 

photo i (grades 9-12) (679)                                                                                          
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students will use digital SLR cameras and learn how to 
set up quality photographs. Students will further enhance 
their work using computer software. Students will create a 
portfolio and be able to identify elements of composition 
and personal style.
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BUSINESS 
 
Learning experiences in the field of business education are 
vocationally oriented, providing the background necessary 
to make an easy transition from classroom to job. The 
curriculum is also designed to provide for those students 
who seek postsecondary education leading to careers 
in business. 

accounting i (grades 9-12) (518)                                                                                                         
1 Credit
A full-year course designed to provide vocational 
competence for entry positions which require basic 
accounting	skills.	It	is	a	scientific	approach	to	processing	
financial	changes	in	a	business.	It	includes	introductory	
concepts of double-entry accounting as applied to 
service and merchandising businesses organized as 
sole proprietorships and corporations. The course 
also provides a basis for further study in accounting or 
management	of	personal	finances.	This	course	satisfies	
one credit towards the math standard for graduation 
requirements.

accounting ii (grades 11-12) (519)  
(even years only)                                                                    
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Accounting I
A full-year course designed to provide vocational 
competence for an entry position in accounting. It 
provides for the improvement of knowledge and skill 
for all students who have an interest in becoming 
more	proficient	in	accounting	or	plan	to	pursue	the	
study of accounting and/or business after high school. 
The accounting principles studied in Accounting I are 
expanded	and	financial	procedures	for	partnerships	
and corporations are covered.

business math (grades 10-11-12)  (540)                                                                                            
1 Credit 
A full year course designed to provide knowledge on basic 
mathematical operations to solve problems. Students 
will understand how these skills apply to their personal 
decision making, earnings, savings, investments and 
purchases now and in the future. Students will learn how 
to keep accurate records for data analysis and decision 
making.	This	course	satisfies	one	credit	towards	the	math	
standard for graduation requirements.  

business technology i (grades 9-12) (515)                                                       
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This one-semester course introduces a variety of 
business and technology skills to students. Programs 
such as Microsoft Excel, Publisher, PowerPoint, Adobe 
Photoshop, Digital camera use, Graphic Design, scanning, 
etc. In addition to this, students will learn proper 
keyboarding techniques and word processing skills. It is 
intended	to	facilitate	the	student’s	use	of	the	computer	
in other courses, college study and personal life. This 
course	satisfies	the	technology	standard	for	graduation.		

computer applications i (grades 9-12) (503) 
(odd year)                              
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Business Technology
In this one-semester course, students will explore 
advanced features of a word processor through 
Microsoft Word, desktop publishing through PowerPoint, 
spreadsheets through Excel, email through Microsoft 
Outlook and Internet basics.

computer applications ii (grades 10-12) (506)  
(odd year)                          
1/2 Credit - One Semester
Prerequisite:  Business Technology
In this one-semester course, students will learn to create, 
manipulate and report from a database, create electronic 
presentations, integrate all components of an integrated 
software package and develop skills in intermediate email 
and Internet usage.
 
 cooperative work eXperience (513) 
(odd year)                          
1/2 Credit - One Semester
diversiFied occupations (cwe/do) 
(grades 10-12)
Prerequisite:  Job Readiness
Cooperative Work Experience allows students to put into 
practice the theoretical business skills from the classroom.  
This	state-approved	program’s	objectives	are	to	develop	
workplace readiness and attitudes necessary for success 
in the world of work. Through practical experience at job-
sites, the students will gain skills that can be transferred 
to their future careers. The CWE Coordinator will 
serve as the liaison between the students and the 
job-site supervisor.

economics (grades 11-12) (523) (even year)                                                                                     
1 Credit
This full-year course surveys business trends and current 
attitudes toward basic economic issues. The primary 
emphasis of this course is to provide students with a 
grasp of economic issues that will confront them 
after graduation.
 
Job readiness (grade 10-12) (508) (odd year)                                                       
1/2 Credit – One Semester
A job readiness course including career exploration, 
interpersonal skills, written and oral communication  
skills, labor laws and job safety.

marketing i (grades 9-11) (511)                                                                                                           
1 Credit
This full-year course focuses on marketing theory, 
salesmanship, advertising techniques, distribution, 
merchandising and career planning, Theoretical concepts 
as well as practical applications necessary for the “real 
world,” are explored. The goal of this course is to help 
with the development of future business leaders in the 
areas of marketing, management and merchandising.

marketing ii (grades 11-12) (512)                                                                                                        
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Marketing I
This full-year course focuses on marketing, research, 
management, career planning and entrepreneurship.  
It includes co-operative work education, Distributive 
Education Clubs of America activities and operation 
of the school store.

microsoFt word certiFication 
(grades 10-12) (504) (odd year)           
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Business Technology II
This semester course prepares students to obtain 
MOUS	(Microsoft	Office	User	Specialist)	Certification	as	
proof of their ability and knowledge of Microsoft Word.  
Students are encouraged to take this exam. Students are 
responsible for half the cost of the exam. The school will 
pay the entire cost of the exam for the students if they 
obtain	their	certification.

personal Finance (grades 9-12) (516)                                                                   
1/2 Credit - One Semester
This	one-semester	course	explores	students’	financial	
responsibilities as citizens, students, family members, 
consumers and active participants in the business world.  
This	course	will	prepare	them	to	make	educated	financial	
decisions throughout their lives.
 

ENGLISH  

The English Curriculum is a four-year sequential 
program required of all students for graduation. English 
competency grows as students read extensively, listen 
analytically to others, speak with clarity, and organize their 
own thoughts through the writing process. Each year is 
designed to promote growth in the various forms of written 
and oral expression, as well as shape an appreciation of 
different genres of literature through careful reading and 
critical analysis. The studies of vocabulary, grammar, and 
literature are incorporated into the curriculum.

Students are placed in honors, college preparatory or 
general levels depending upon their postsecondary 
goals and prior teacher recommendations. Students of 
exceptional ability in language arts are placed in an honors 
program. The college level is designed for those students 
with a demonstrated level of achievement and a high 
degree of self-motivation and who desire work in some 
depth within a subject area. The general level is designed 
for students who have demonstrated the ability to work at 
an average academic level. 

english i (grade 9) (029)                                                                                                                  
1 Credit
This course is for all students in the 9th grade and 
includes grammar fundamentals and application, 
vocabulary building as well as reading and writing skills.    
Students will read a generous sampling of literature 
from many cultures and literary periods. The student will 
gain an appreciation of the various genres of literature 
including	fiction,	non-fiction,	poetry	and	drama.

english american studies i (h & c) 
(grade 10) (064, 065)                                                        
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  English I
Students will study the relationships between American 
history	and	literature	between	1600	and	the	late	1800’s	
using a thematic approach as well as studying the 
literature that helped shape the ideas that led to the 
establishment of the United States Constitution. This 
course allows teaching across the curriculum, enabling 
students to see the relationship of the various themes 
during that period of time. The course will reinforce the 
basic social, cultural and national themes that existed  
in early America. 

Programs of study/course descriptions
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ap english language and composition 
(grade 11-12) (089)                                              
1 Credit
Students taking this course will develop skills necessary 
to engage in the in-depth analysis of the essay. Essays 
represent a variety of periods, disciplines, and types. 
Writing will emphasize the anlystical essay. Both 
their reading and writing will make students aware of 
the	interactions	among	writers’	purposes,	audience	
expectations and subject and the way generic 
conventions and resources of language contribute to 
effectiveness in writing. Students are encouraged 
to take the AP exam in May. Summer reading 
assignment required.

english american studies ii (grade 11) (c) (052) 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  American Studies I
This course will integrate United States History and 
English in the exploration of twentieth century American 
culture, ideals, and accomplishments. Through a thematic 
approach, the course will focus on the relationship 
between American history and literature from the 
post-Civil War Era to present-day America. 
This	course	fulfills	the	requirement	for	English	III.

ap literature and composition 
(grade 11-12) (088)                                               
1 Credit
Students must have a strong commitment to English 
and their ability to excel in understanding and writing 
about literature. This demanding curriculum requires 
an abundance of independent reading and writing. The 
syllabus includes British and other non-American literature 
as	well	as	poetry,	drama,	fiction	and	nonfiction.	Students	
are required to take the AP exam in the spring. Summer 
reading assignment required.

english iv (grade 12) (087)                                                                                                      
1 Credit
This course is designed for seniors who plan to attend 
college. A more mature study of the basic skills of English 
and	World	literature	program	is	designed	to	reflect	the	
needs and abilities of the senior student. Vocabulary, 
writing, research and critical analysis skills previously 
introduced are reinforced and developed.

FAMILY & CONSUMER SCIENCE

Family and Consumer Science curriculum acts as 
a springboard for approaching and confronting 
contemporary life skill issues by applying academics to 
daily life. Its scope ranges from teaching developmental 
skills to dealing with pressing life-sustaining issues, 
such as independent living, marriage, divorce, teenage 
pregnancy and childbirth.  

child development (628)                                                                                    
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This	course	will	benefit	anyone	interested	in	becoming	
a parent or pursuing a profession in a child-related 
career. Students study the development of the child from 
conception and tackles issues related to being a parent.  

growth and development (625)                                                                      
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Child Development
This course will look at the developmental stages of a 
child from birth through the pre-school years, paying 
particular attention to their physical, intellectual, social 
and emotional growth. Through projects, students will 
develop a better understanding of children and the 
influences	on	them.

creative Foods (635)                                                                                               
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Open to all students wanting to learn how to work in the 
kitchen planning and preparing fun foods. In collaboration 
with others, students will learn to prepare foods from 
scratch and how to use convenience foods to make 
nutritious meals and snacks.

culinary skills (636)                                                                                              
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Creative Foods
Students taking this course will build on the knowledge 
they have acquired in Creative Foods. They will learn 
to prepare sauces, soups, casseroles and a variety 
of pastries, beverages and breads. There will be an 
opportunity to study foods from other countries and the 
factors that affect the foods they eat. Meal planning and 
preparation will be a primary focus.

Fashion design (638)                                                                                                 
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a one semester course to introduce students to the 
fashion world. The course addresses the knowledge and 
skills needed for the design and production of fashion, 
textile products and apparel. Students will learn the many 
types	of	fibers	and	fabrics	and	how	they	affect	apparel.		
The effects of design on textiles and apparel, pattern 
selection, construction and alteration skills will also be 
studied. Students will learn to use the sewing machines 
and related equipment and tools to construct textile 
products and apparel. Students are required to provide 
their own materials for the class projects.

interior design i (640)                                                                                          
1/2 Credit – One Semester
In this course, students study the elements of design, 
color,	home	floor	plans,	decorating	and	furniture	styles,	
appliances and other home accessories. This course is 
offered to students interested in interior decorating and 
design occupations.

interior design ii (642)                                                                                           
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Interior Design I
Students will study the interior decorating and design 
occupations in depth. They will be working as interior 
decorators to develop a decorating plan and budget, and 
then work together to put the chosen plan into effect.

independent living (632)                                                                                          
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This one-semester course is for the mature junior or senior 
interested in gaining knowledge and experience in those 
areas	of	living	on	one’s	own	that	are	closely	related	to	
present and future needs of the student. Areas included 
are money management, job preparation, buying food and 
clothing, housing options, personal grooming and clothing 
care. Consumer education is stressed.

MATHEMATICS

All mathematics courses have been assigned a level 
indicating the degree of difficulty of the course with  
Level III being the least difficult. Levels are:  Honors,  
Level I, Level II, and Level III. Many courses are offered  
at several different levels with a distinct variation in depth.

pre algebra (grade 9) (120)                                                                                                            
1 Credit
The course begins with a review of operations with whole 
numbers, fractions, decimals and percents. Students 
will then be introduced to abstract concepts including 
operations with negative numbers, variables and 
equations. Throughout the course, students will 
apply concepts to real-world situations.  

algebra 1a (grades 9-10)   (123)                                                                                                           
1 Credit
This half-year course seeks to improve computational and 
deductive reasoning skills through a variety of algebraic 
activities and exercise. Topics include the language of 
Algebra, solutions to equations and word problems, 
properties of the real number system, and solving 
and graphing linear equations.

algebra 1b (grades 9-10)  (124)                                                                                                             
1 Credit
This half-year course is the second half of a full- 
year Algebra 1 sequence. Topics include rules for 
exponents, systems of equations and working with 
non-linear functions.

geometry (grades 9-12) (112, 113)                                                                                                        
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Algebra 
This course is generally provided for tenth graders  
or those who have demonstrated appropriate 
mathematical maturity. Topics investigated include  
logic, angles, parallel lines, perpendicular lines, 
congruence, similarity, polygons, right triangle 
trigonometry, coordinate geometry, circles, area and 
volume, constructions, and transformations. The 
concepts of formal and informal proof are an integral  
part of the theory for the topics discussed.
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algebra ii (grades 10-12) (109, 110)                                                                                                      
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Algebra
This course includes a review and then the study of more 
advanced topics. Real and complex numbers, functions, 
and the study of structure are important components 
of this program. Further development of skills and 
understanding of mathematics are encouraged for 
advanced	work	in	the	field.	Students	in	level	1	will	
have the opportunity to earn college credit through 
the Tech-Prep Program at Northwestern Connecticut 
Community College.

pre-calculus (grades 11-12) (117)                                                                                                      
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Algebra II
This course is an intensive study of advanced topics 
in mathematics, primarily for college-bound seniors or 
qualified	juniors.	Topics	include	relations,	functions,	
graphing, translations, trigonometric functions and 
identities, exponential and logarithmic functions, 
analytic geometry, conic sections, statistics, matrices, 
complex numbers, vectors, series and limits. The course 
should prepare the student for Calculus.  Students who 
complete	the	first	semester	of	Pre	Calculus	are	eligible	
to earn college credit through the Tech-Prep Program at 
Northwestern Connecticut Community College.

ap/uconn calculus (grade 12) (119)                                                                                 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus
This	course	in	Calculus	is	offered	to	qualified	seniors	
for college credit at The University of Connecticut.  
Qualifications	include	approval	by	The	University	of	
Connecticut and by the mathematics faculty at Gilbert, as 
well as demonstrated math aptitude through performance 
in	previous	math	courses.	The	course	requires	proficiency	
in the areas of sets, proofs, logarithms, trigonometric 
identities, polar coordinates, and limits. Students 
are encouraged to take the AP exam. Students are 
responsible for one-half of the cost of the exam. The 
school will pay the entire cost of the exam for students 
who achieve a three or better.

ap statistics (grades 11-12) (118)                                                                                        
1 Credit
Statistics and data-analysis courses introduce students 
to methods of data collection, analysis, description and 
summarization, hypothesis testing, sampling, probability, 
and inferential methods. Students are encouraged to take 
the AP Exam. Students are responsible for half the cost of 
the exam. The school will pay the entire cost of the exam 
for students who achieve a three or better.

applied algebra and geometry 
(grades 10-11) (105)                                              
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Pre-Algebra
This course is designed for students who have 
successfully completed Pre-Algebra but are not 
recommended for Algebra I. Students will continue to 
study topics from Algebra and Geometry in an applied 
context. Students will also investigate topics such as 
data organization and interpretation and probability 
and their applications to the real world.

math topics (grades 11-12) (126)                                                                                          
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Applied Algebra and Geometry 
The goal of this course is to teach students how to 
think	“outside	the	box”,	specifically	about	topics	that	are	
applicable to their lives. Topics will include number theory, 
algebra, geometry, probability, and statistics. All topics 
will be covered in an application based manner.

MUSIC

The Chorus, Concert Choir, Symphonic Band and 
Marching Band are performing organizations that 
permit the students to participate in music in a direct 
and personal way. Many different styles and historical 
periods of music are included. Group citizenship skills 
and individual responsibility are emphasized in class.  
ATTENDANCE at all performances is a requirement  
for a passing grade in Chorus, Concert Choir,  
Symphonic Band, and Marching Band. There  
will be a small financial commitment necessary  
to provide accessories for uniforms.

Performance Non Performance Music Majors
Band              Music Technology Music Theory I
Concert Choir Theatre Technology Music Theory II
Jazz Band Conducting

bands (grades 9-12)  
(720) Everyday - 1 Credit 
(730) Alternate days - 1/2 Credit
Prerequisite:  Previous experience on instrument 
and/or consent of instructor
The bands are performing groups which expose 
students to the study of a wide variety of musical styles.  
Depending on the season, the Band functions as a 
Symphonic Band or a Marching Band with some students 
playing different instruments in each organization. Band 
members may also be invited to participate in the 
Jazz Band and/or the Wind Ensemble.   

SYMPHONIC BAND is the major instrumental ensemble.  
The	study	and	performance	of	significant	artistic	works	
and culturally enhancing literature is the primary focus 
of the Symphonic Band. All members of the Symphonic 
Band are also in the Marching Band. 

MARCHING BAND performs at home football games, 
competitions at various parades and other selected 
community events. In addition, there is also a Color 
Guard, which is a visual effects unit during parades  
and shows.  

Jazz band (grades 9-12) (741)
The Jazz Band is dedicated to the study of jazz theory 
and improvisation and the performance of jazz literature.  
The Jazz Band performs concerts, attends jazz festivals 
and performs at various school and community events.  
The Jazz Band is the only music department class that 
meets outside the school day.
Tuesdays 5:30 p.m. – 7:30 p.m.

concert choir (grades 9-12) 
(730) Everyday – 1 Credit                                                                                                                           
(722) Alternate Days – 1/2 Credit
Meets	five	times	each	week	and	is	open	to	any	student	
demonstrating a fundamental musical ability in reading 
music and vocal technique. The concept is the same as 
Chorus,	but	students	will	be	expected	to	be	proficient	with	
different performance skills, vocal techniques and have 
the ability to read music.  

conducting (grades 9-12) (745)                                                                               
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students in this course will learn about conducting 
techniques, score study and rehearsal techniques. There 
will be a concentration on fundamental movements, 
conducting patterns, and left-hand independence. In 
addition, students will have the opportunity to conduct 
some of the instrumental ensembles at Gilbert.

music technology (grades 9-12) (748)                                                               
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students in this course will work with computers, 
synthesizers, recording programs and notation  
programs to compose music. A background in 
music or composition is encouraged.

music theory i (grades 9-12) (725)                                                                                                     
1 Credit
This is a full-year course which includes the most 
basic components of music: melody, harmony, and 
rhythm; the essentials of composition and orchestration; 
elementary ear training, sight singing; and harmonic 
analysis. Adequate preparation in the fundamentals of 
music is essential to the high school student who is 
considering a career in music. This course is designed 
to meet the minimal standards for those fundamentals 
required by many schools of music for entering freshmen.  
Additionally, this course is intended to be a preparation 
for Music Theory II.

music theory ii (grades 10-12) (727)                                                                                                  
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Music Theory I
The course will integrate aspects of melody, harmony, 
texture, rhythm, form, and to some extent, history and 
style.	The	student’s	ability	to	read	and	write	musical	
notation is fundamental. It should also be assumed that 
the student has basic performance skills in voice or an 
instrument. Students will be required to read, notate and 
compose music. Students will be required to listen to 
works	analytically.	Speed	and	fluency	with	basic	material	
will be emphasized. Aural skills, in particular sight singing, 
will be stressed. Concert attendance may be required.  
          
theater technology (grades 9-12) (744)                                                         
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This course focuses on providing students with the 
knowledge necessary to operate a professional theater.  
Students will study theater terminology, the sound system, 
the light system and recording equipment.  In addition, 
students in this course will have the opportunity to be on 
the	“Tech	Crew’,	and	will	set	up,	run	and	break	down	all	
events that occur in the auditorium.
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NON-DEPARTMENTAL ELECTIVES

yearbook/Journalism (grade 12) (740)                                                                                         
1 Credit
This course will produce the high school yearbook 
through every phase of its operation including layout, 
production and marketing.  

classical studies i – greek liFe  
(grades 9-12) (880)  
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a course in which students learn about the history, 
literature, religion and daily life of the Classical Greeks.  
Emphasis is on reading authentic literature in translation, 
as well as, on more hands-on classroom activities.

classical studies ii – roman liFe  
(grades 9-12) (881)                               
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students learn about the history, literature, religion and 
daily life of the Ancient Romans. Emphasis is on reading 
authentic literature in translation, as well as, on more 
hands-on classroom activities.

classical studies iii – ancient heroes 
(grades 9-12) (882)                   
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Classical Studies I or Latin I
This course studies the view of the hero in ancient 
literature and art. Students do extensive reading in 
ancient literary sources and become familiar with 
major artistic treatments of ancient heroes through 
the use of up-to-date technological methods

classical studies iv – ancient drama  
(grades 9-12) (883)                      
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Classical Studies I or II or Latin I
Students learn in practical and academic ways about the 
classical drama of Greece and Rome. We read several 
plays in translation, both tragedies and comedies.  The 
students develop projects on ancient theatre architecture, 
music and scenery. The course includes a work-shop in 
actual performance.

SCIENCE

physical science (h) (grade 9)                                                                                                         
1 Credit 
Prerequisite: 8th grade teacher recommendation  
and CMT scores
This is a full year course for the advanced science 
and math student. Honors Physical Science will 
follow the same curriculum as the concurrent Physical 
Science course but will involve a greater application of 
mathematical integration of major concepts and topics 
such as motion, thermal energy and alternatives to 
energy,	fluid	dynamics	and	properties	of	matter.	The	same	
differentiation of instruction will take place, including 
lectures, demonstrations, small group projects and both 
in-class and independent laboratory investigations.  
Candidates for Honors Physical Science should possess 
independent problem solving skills as well as be sound 
in their mathematical skills along with a desire to follow 
a rigorous tract in the science and math programs 
Gilbert has to offer.

physical science (grade 9) (304)                                                                                                       
1 Credit
Physical Science is a full-year course that concentrates 
on the study of matter and energy. Units consist of the 
following: problem-solving strategies, motion, thermal 
energy, mechanical energy and machines, sound waves, 
electromagnetic waves and properties of matter. A variety 
of teaching instruction styles are used including lectures, 
demonstrations, small group collaboration and 
lab experiments.

biology (h) (grade 10) (305) 
1 Credit
Prerequisite: Science 9 and teacher recommendation 
This introductory life science course is for the advanced 
biology student desiring a greater in-depth approach 
and comprehension of the topics of cellular biology and 
biochemistry, genetic engineering, the structure and 
function	of	living	organisms	as	well	as	classification,	
human biology, evolution, biotechnology and bioethics, 
and the relationship of organisms to their environment.  
There	is	an	emphasis	on	the	master	of	scientific	
vocabulary and there is a considerable amount of 
independent work, both individually and in cooperative 
groups. Laboratory activities, cooperative group work 
and research projects will also be approached with a 
higher level of academic rigor.

biology (grade 10) (306)                                                                                                                         
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Science 9
This is a life science course taken by all high school 
students in Connecticut, usually during their sophomore 
year. This course includes in-depth examination of various 
topics	including	the	classification	of	living	organisms,	cell	
structure and function, genetics, evolution, human biology 
and bio-ethics.  Additional topics of interest may be 
included.  Laboratory investigations, demonstrations 
and projects will be implemented.  

ap biology (grades 11-12) (310)                                                                                                            
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Biology I/Chemistry
The AP Biology course is designed to be equivalent of 
a college introductory biology course usually taken by 
biology	majors	during	their	first	year.	The	course	is	open	
to those students who have successfully completed 
Biology I, as well as Chemistry. The course aims to 
provide students with the conceptual framework, factual 
knowledge and analytical skills necessary to deal critically 
with the rapidly changing science of biology. Students are 
expected to take the AP Exam. Students are responsible 
for half cost of the exam. The school will pay the entire 
cost of the exam for students who achieve a 
three or better.

ap chemistry/chem lab (grade 11) (321 & 322) 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Biology/Algebra II
This full-year lab course is offered to outstanding students 
in	science	who	wish	to	be	challenged	in	this	field	and	
better prepare themselves for advanced work in college.  
Understanding the basic principles involved and the ability 
to apply these principles in the solution of problems are 
the major goals of this course. AP Chemistry includes 2-3 
double periods twice a week. Students are expected to 
take the AP Exam. Students are responsible for half cost 
of the exam. The school will pay the entire cost of the 
exam for students who achieve a three or better.

chemistry (grades 11-12) (314)                                                                                                             
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Biology and Enrollment in Algebra II
This course is offered to college-bound students. Chemistry 
involves the study of basic chemical theory, laws, and 
principles, atomic theory, kinetic theory, bond theory and 
stoichiometry. Concepts are investigated from a theoretical 
as well as a practical point of view. Problem solving is taught 
through chemical reaction and gas laws, and knowledge is 
also gained through laboratory experimentation, which is an 
integral part of the course. Additional topics may be added 
at the discretion of the teacher.

physics (grades 11-12) (320)                                                                                                                    
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Algebra II
This full-year course is designed for college bound 
students. Physics, the science of matter and energy 
and their interactions, considers such topics as forces, 
kinematics of translation and rotation, work, material 
structure, atomic theory, kinetic theory, heat, sound, 
light, electrostatics, electricity and conservation laws.

ap physics/physics lab (grade 12) (323 & 327) 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Pre-Calculus
This course includes topics in classical and modern 
physics.	Knowledge	of	algebra,	basic	trigonometry	and	
calculus are required. The basic idea of calculus may be 
introduced in connection with physical concepts, such as 
acceleration and work. Understanding the basic principles 
involved and the ability to apply these principles in the 
solution of problems are the major goals of this course.  
AP Physics classes includes two double periods twice 
a week. Students are expected to take the AP Exam.  
Students are responsible for half cost of the exam. 
The school will pay the entire cost of the exam for 
students who achieve a three or better.

“down to earth” chemistry  
(grades 11-12) (315)      
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a one-semester course will be taught through 
a hands-on investigative approach, with emphasis on 
understanding the basic principles of Chemistry.  
Topics include atomic structure, chemical reactions 
and chemistry around the home.

medical response technician  
(grades 11-12) (332)                                    
1/2 Credit – One Semester 
Prerequisite:  Age 16 before end of first semester
MRT or Medical Response Technician is an intensive, 
pre-hospital emergency care course that trains an 
individual	to	be	a	“first	responder,”	a	person	who	is	
prepared to deal with emergencies prior to the arrival of an 
ambulance. The skills also include oxygen administration, 
splinting, bandaging and the taking of vital signs. The 
skill level is not as focused as the previous EMT course 
but this one semester course will also encompass CPR 
and First Aid and detail the anatomy, physiology and 
emergency care of respiratory emergencies, shock, 
trauma and a number of other topics.  
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american Justice (grades 11-12) (254)                                                                 
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This semester class is open to juniors and seniors, and 
focuses on the study of law and the American legal 
system. Students will gain a basic understanding of the 
fundamental principles of the legal system and how it 
affects individuals in real life. Both criminal and civil law 
will	be	addressed.	This	course	fulfills	the	
Civics requirement. 

psychology  (grades 11-12) ( 219)                                                                                                       
1 Credit                                            
This is a full year course open to juniors and seniors 
designed	to	offer	an	overview	of	the	field	of	psychology.		
Students will be introduced to major theories and trends 
in the study of psychology. Areas such as life-span 
development, emotions, social behavior, personality, 
learning and memory, and the physiology of the brain 
will be explored.  

advanced placement psychology 
(grade12) (218) 
1 Credit
Students taking this class at the AP level are expected to 
take the AP Exam. AP Students are responsible for the 
cost of the textbook and the exam.

advanced placement u.s. history 
(grades 10-12) (211)                                                         
1 Credit
An introductory college course open to sophomores, 
juniors or seniors is intended to provide students with a 
learning	experience	equivalent	to	that	obtained	in	first-
year college American History courses. Students will use 
textbook, supplementary readings of documents, essays 
or books with special themes in coverage of U.S. History 
topics, to prepare for the Advanced Placement Exam.   
Students are expected to take the AP exam. Students are 
responsible for the cost of the textbook and exam.  
This	course	fulfills	the	Civic	requirement.

contemporary issues (grades 11-12) (226)                                                       
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a one-semester course for juniors and seniors 
that will focus on selected current happenings of 
local, national, and worldwide interest, as well as, the 
background of these issues. This course will enable 
students to gain more understanding of the events going 
on	around	them	and	will	help	them	understand	the	events’	
impact upon their lives now and in the future.  

civics (grades 11-12) (222)                                                                                           
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a one-semester course for juniors and seniors 
that	will	fulfill	the	requirement	mandated	by	the	state	
of Connecticut. Students will learn about the rights 
and responsibilities of United States citizenship. They 
will explore the structure of the federal government, as 
outlined in the U.S. Constitution, and the organization of 
state and local governments. They will learn the basics 
different types of governments and their strengths and 
weaknesses and the role of The United States as 
a world power.  

leadership (grades 11-12) ( 228)                                                                              
1/2 Credit – One Semester
This is a course designed for students in grades eleven, 
and twelve. Through this course students who apply 
to the Leadership course will gain the communication, 
organizational, and teamwork skills they need to succeed 
in the workplace. Leadership class students will apply 
group process, communication and problem-solving skills 
to the school and the community. Students taking this 
class will be involved in community services projects, 
school projects, and lessons that focus on leadership.   

advanced placement european history 
(grades 11-12) (214)                                        
1 Credit
This full-year course for juniors and seniors explores the 
history of Modern Europe from approximately 1450 to 
present day. It is designed to prepare students for the 
Advanced Placement Examination in European History, 
which is offered in May. In addition to providing a basic 
narrative of both political and cultural events of modern 
Europe, it will also focus on the development of skills used 
to analyze historical events. Students are responsible for 
the cost of the textbook and exam.

geography (grades 11-12) (217)                                                                                
1/2 Credit-One Semester
A one-semester course open to juniors and seniors which 
expands the concept of geography to include not only the 
study of the earth as the home of man, but also the effects 
of man on earth and his fellow man. Students will become 
acquainted with maps, charts, instruments and surveys as 
tools of inquiry.

emergency medical technician 
(grades 10-12) (870)                                                            
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Age 16 before end of first semester
This	course	prepares	students	to	take	the	certification	
exam for the State of Connecticut as Emergency Medical 
Technicians. The full-year course will encompass CPR 
and detail the anatomy, physiology and emergency care 
of respiratory emergencies, shock, trauma and a number 
of other topics. These components are all required by 
the U.S.D.O.T. In order to be considered eligible for the 
course, students must meet the State of Connecticut age 
requirement. Students will receive one science 
credit towards graduation.

survey oF human anatomy (grades 11-12) (331) 
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite: Biology
This is a one-semester elective science course for the 
student with an interest in the human body but does 
not want the intense and in-depth study that Human A 
& P demands. There will be a focus on body structures 
and their functions and topics will be of student interest 
and may include, but may not be limited to, anatomy, 
functions of the human body, injuries and illness, as well 
as contemporary issues as they relate to the human body. 

Forensics (grades 11-12) (319)                                                                                  
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Prerequisite:  Biology
Forensic science includes the principles and techniques 
needed to identify or compare physical evidence. This 
hands-on course will include processing a crime scene 
and analyzing the physical evidence collected. Various 
tools and techniques will be utilized as the student learns 
how evidence is analyzed. Areas covered in this course 
include chemistry, biology, physics, and geology

marine science (grades 11-12) (303)                                                                    
1/2 Credit-One Semester
Prerequisite:  Biology
The importance of Marine Science to understanding life 
on earth has been realized in recent years. As we progress 
toward greater awareness of outer space, we need to 
turn our attention toward inner space, the oceans. This 
course will help students develop awareness about the 
marine	environment.	It	will	give	scientific	background	
to understand the basic principles underlying oceanic 
phenomena. Physical, chemical, geological and biological 
aspects	of	marine	science	will	be	surveyed.	Man’s	
influence	on	the	oceans	will	also	be	discussed.

SOCIAL STUDIES 

The Social Studies Department at The Gilbert School 
offers a curriculum which is designed to be flexible 
while meeting the requirement set forth by The State of 
Connecticut.  Three full credits are required for graduation, 
one of which must be United States History. There is also 
a Civics requirement set forth by the state that may be 
satisfied by taking several different courses. The typical 
course sequence for high school social studies is as 
follows: freshmen will study World History/International 
Studies, sophomores will study Modern United States 
History or AP U.S. History, juniors and seniors will fulfill 
requirements through selecting electives or Advance 
Placement courses. Electives may also be open to 
underclassmen if there is space. Please keep in mind that 
course offerings are flexible, and most student requests 
can be accommodated.

world civilization/international 
studies (grade 9) (204)                                            
1 Credit
This is a full-year course for freshmen which explores both 
western and non-western cultures and traditions. This 
class examines the history, politics and cultures of various 
regions of the world. Students will gain an understanding 
of the diversity that exists in the world, as well as to 
develop knowledge of the foundations of western thought 
and democracy. Study will concentrate on the history of 
the	twentieth	and	twenty-first	centuries.	Areas	of	focus	
are: Middle East, Greece, Rome, China and Africa.

modern united states history (grade 10) (236) 
1 Credit
This is a full-year course for sophomores that explores 
the culture, history, politics and social trends from 
Reconstruction (1865) to present day. The emphasis will 
be on factors that have contributed to the emergence of 
The United States as a major world power. This course will 
integrate Modern United States History in the exploration 
of	twentieth	and	twenty-first	century	America:	its	society,	
ideals and accomplishments.

political science (grades 10-12) (216)                                                                                            
1 Credit
This is a full-year class open to sophomores, juniors or 
seniors.	During	the	first	semester	the	study	of	local	and	
state government will be addressed. The second semester 
is devoted to the study of nation and international 
governments with emphasis on the development of 
ideologies and economic systems such as Capitalism, 
Communism	and	Socialism.	This	course	fulfills	the	
Civics requirement.
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comparative religion/ethics (230)                                                                 
1/2 Credit One Semester
A one-semester course, open to all, that explores the 
origins of faith and the modern manifestation of faith into 
the	world’s	religion.	The	course	is	taught	chronologically,	
beginning with an exploration of animist belief systems, 
and continues on covering Hinduism, Buddhism, Judaism, 
Christianity and Islam. Other religions are explored as 
well, including modern systems found in the U.S. today.  
Explorations of ethical topics are interspersed throughout 
the course and are examined through the lens of differing 
belief systems and faiths.

advanced placement government 
& politics (grades 11-12)                                        
1 Credit                                                                                           
The AP Government & Politics: United States course 
provides an analytical perspective on government and 
politics in the United States. This course involves both the 
study of general concepts used to interpret U.S. politics 
and	the	analysis	of	specific	case	studies.	It	also	requires	
familiarity with the various institutions, groups, beliefs 
and ideas that constitute U.S. political reality. Students 
are responsible for the cost of the textbook and exam.

advanced placement world history 
(grades 10-11-12)  (211)                                                        
1 Credit-Full Year                                                    
The A.P. World History course develops greater 
understanding of the evolution of the global processes 
and contacts in interaction with different types of human 
societies. This understanding is advanced through 
a combination of selective factual knowledge and 
appropriate analytical skills. The course highlights the 
changes in international frameworks and their causes 
and consequences, as well as comparisons among major 
societies. Students are responsible for the cost of the 
textbook and exam.

SPECIAL EDUCATION

FOR STUDENTS WITH SPECIAL NEEDS: 
Courses are offered on an as-needed basis in English and 
mathematics through the Special Education Department.  
Enrollment is limited to students who have been formally 
identified as eligible through an Individualized Education 
Program. These students may also be eligible for 
academic support through the resource room.
                                                     
resource (grades 9-12) (961)                                                                     
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Resource is a course designed for students with special 
needs who require additional support to be successful in a 
mainstream setting. Students will work on academic skills 
as they relate to their courses. In addition, focus will be 
given to organizational and/or behavioral skills as required 
by their Individualized Education Program.

basic english (grades 9-12) (901)                                                                                         
1 Credit
Basic English concentrates on improving basic writing 
and reading skills. Students will be exposed to various 
types of literature as they relate to the individual and 
society as a whole. Course objectives are determined 
by	a	student’s	needs	as	outlined	in	their	Individualized	
Education Program.

liFe skills math (grades 9-12) (941)                                                                                  
1 Credit
Life Skills Math focuses on the applications of math skills 
in daily living. A hands-on perspective is emphasized.  
Course	objectives	are	determined	by	students’	needs	
as outlined in their Individualized Education Program.  

basic math (grades 9-12) (910)                                                                                               
1 Credit
Basic Math emphasizes the understanding of basic 
operations in math.  Addition, subtraction, multiplication 
and division involving whole numbers, fractions, decimals 
and	percents	are	included.		Specific	course	objectives	
are	determined	by	students’	needs	as	outlined	in	their	
Individualized Education Program.

liFe skills (grades 9-12) (982)                                                                  
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Students enrolled in this class will work on enhancing 
social skills and self-advocacy through a variety of 
classroom and community participation activities.  
Students will gain experience and improve their 
knowledge in life skill management (i.e. cooking, 
budgeting, shopping, etc.) as well as participate  
in community service activities. Role playing and  
hands-on activities will be utilized frequently  
throughout the course and the real-life application  
of skills learned will be emphasized. 

TECHNOLOGY

eXploring technology (grades   ) (611)                                                                                       
1 Credit
This is an introductory course to students who have an 
interest in Technology Education. Course highlights a 
number of topics in their simplest formats. This course 
will include simple woodwork, introductory mechanical 
sketching, problem solving activities, home maintenance 
topics, etc. This is a great starting point for students who 
want	a	broad	overview	of	activities	in	this	field.

engineering draFting and design i 
(grades   ) (623)                                                             
1 Credit
The CAD class is intended for students who have an 
interest	in	the	technical	drafting	fields.	Instruction	covers	
such areas as technical sketching, working drawings, 
detail drawings and assembly drawings. Students will 
plan, design, draw and construct solutions to a variety 
of engineering related problems presented to them 
throughout the semester. Students will create small-scale 
models to help make connections to drawings done by 
hand and through the use of CAD software. 

engineering draFting and design ii 
(grades   ) (626)                                                            
1 Credit
This is available to students who have completed Drafting 
and CAD 1. This course takes the skills students have 
learned from Drafting and CAD 1 and allows them to 
build on them further to work with more advanced 
topics. Engineering practices relating to product design, 
prototyping, analyzing and improving new and existing 
designs are emphasized in the many course activities.

construction i (grades   ) (654)                                                                                                          
1 Credit
This course is aimed at any student interested in learning 
about the world of wood work. The students will learn 
how to work with a variety of machines and processes 
found in the trades. During this course students will learn 
how to plan, select and use materials, including tools and 
machines	to	produce	a	finished	product.	Emphasis	will	be	
on safety and quality of workmanship. The students (with 
direction) will select projects. (The instructor will decide if 
the student has ability for any given project.) This class is 
about the world of work and each student will need to be 
in attendance and participate fully in all activities.

construction ii (grades   ) (    )                                                                                                          
1 Credit
This is available to students who have completed 
Construction/Manufacturing 1. This course is aimed 
at students who have an interest in the construction/
manufacturing	field.	Long	term	projects	will	be	the	focus	
and students will work with more advanced techniques. 
More advanced planning will be a focus as students will 
create detailed sketches of project work before beginning 
construction. A continued and more inclusive focus on 
selection and use of materials will be explored. As always, 
safety and quality of craftsmanship will be strong focuses 
in the Technology Education shop.
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WELLNESS – PHYSICAL EDUCATION & HEALTH

Based on the Healthy and Balanced Living Curriculum 
Framework of the State of Connecticut, this program 
is designed to help students develop and maintain 
behaviors that promote lifelong wellness. The students 
will make connections and apply skills for a lifetime of 
health and well-being. Students will be scheduled into 
Wellness courses every day for one semester each 
year. Wellness will consist of Physical Education and 
Health on an every-other-day schedule. Health Labs will 
supplement P.E. activities during the course. The grade 
will be a combination of the two disciplines. The State of 
Connecticut requires that each student earn one credit 
in physical education in order to graduate from high 
school. The Gilbert School administration will address any 
extenuating circumstances that are submitted in writing 
regarding exemption from the HIV prevention unit.

wellness i (grade 9) (805)  
Fitness, Rhythms & Community Building             
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Physical Education:  Personal Fitness & Strength 
Training I, Dance, Adventure Education, Cardio 
Kickboxing,	Inline	Skating
 
Health:  Sun Exposure, Lyme Disease, Alcohol, Tobacco, 
and Other Drug Use Prevention, Basic First Aid for 
Choking, Sprains & Strains, Respect & Tolerance, Healthy 
Lifestyle	Choices,	Personal	Safety	(Conflict	Resolution),	
Sleep Deprivation, HIV Prevention, Relationship Safety

wellness ii (grade 10) (806) 
Net & Individual Games; Healthy Emotions      
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Physical Education:  Fitness Testing, Self-Defense, 
Badminton, Pickleball, Tennis, Volleyball 

Health:  Human Growth & Development, Self-Esteem, 
Stress, Depression, Communication Skills Review,  
Suicide Prevention, ATOD Abuse Prevention.

wellness iii (grade 11) (807) 
Team Sports & Staying Healthy                          
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Physical Education:  Softball, Flag Football/Lacrosse, 
Ultimate Frisbee/Speedball, Floor Hockey, Team Handball, 
Basketball, Tchoukball, Cylinderball
Health: Nutrition, HIV Prevention, Suicide Prevention, 
American	Red	Cross	Adult	CPR/AED	Certification,	
Addiction Prevention and Family Issues,  OTC Drug 
Safety,  St. Francis Hospital Trauma Center Field Trip.

wellness iv (grade 12) (808) 
Lifetime Activities & Health Care                        
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Physical Education:  Personal Fitness & Strength 
Training II, Snowshoeing, Pickleball games, Golf, 
Orienteering, Recreational Games.

Health:  CPR/AED, Health Risks/Decision-making, 
HIV Prevention, Body Art Safety, Breast and Testicular 
Cancer Prevention, Dating Violence Prevention, ATOD 
Abuse Prevention with the Mock Accident Presentation. 
Parenting Awareness, Issues in Healthcare.

Fitness For liFe (grades 10-12) (826)                                                                    
1/2 Credit – One Semester
Fitness for Life is an individualized, concepts-based, one-
semester course designed to give students the knowledge 
and skills necessary to self-assess, create, conduct, 
evaluate	and	redesign	personal	fitness	programs.	The	
course is a combination of classroom and activity-based 
learning activities with a focus on proper nutrition and the 
mastery of skills and concepts necessary for students to 
become accomplished monitors of their personal lifetime 
fitness.	Through	participation,	students	learn	to	compare	
the	fitness	benefits	in	a	variety	of	individual	and	group	
activities. The teacher directly supervises classroom 
and participation sessions and serves as both facilitator 
and instructor working to individualize programs and 
outcomes for students. Fitness testing is used to establish 
individual	baseline	levels	for	designing	fitness	programs,	
to show improvement and to provide students with 
personal information. Outside resources such as guest 
speakers and local facilities are utilized to increase the 
effectiveness of this course. Teachers guide students to 
make	individual	decisions	about	their	personal	fitness	
programs and to develop positive attitudes and behaviors 
toward	proper	nutrition	and	fitness	activities.

WORLD LANGUAGE

The goals for the Foreign Language Program begin with 
the development of the four basic skills inherent in the 
acquisition of a language – listening, speaking, reading 
and writing. While gaining an appreciation for other 
cultures through the study of language, history, literature 
and civilization, it is hoped that students will also develop 
an appreciation for their own language and culture through 
contrast and comparison. It is also expected that the 
student’s ability to communicate with others will 
be significantly improved, thereby promoting 
international understanding. 

latin i (grades 9-12) (410)                                                                                                                       
1 Credit
This course studies basic grammar, vocabulary, reading, 
word study and English derivatives. The course is offered 
as an introduction to the language itself and to the Greek 
and Roman cultures and civilizations.  

latin ii (grades 10-12) (411)                                                                                                                   
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Latin I; a final grade of C 
in Latin I is highly recommended
This course continues the study of all the areas covered 
in Latin I with greater emphasis on acquisition of reading 
skills. More detailed work on Roman and Greek culture 
is included.

latin iii (grades 11-12) (412)                                                                                                                   
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Latin II; a final grade of C 
in Latin II is highly recommended
This course completes the formal presentation of 
Latin grammar and introduces students to the study of 
authentic Latin literature. Aspects of Greek and Roman 
history, ideology, literary history religion, mythology, 
culture and civilization are included in the context of the 
reading of Roman authors such as Caesar, Cicero, Pliny 
and Petronius.

ap latin/latin iv/uconn (grade 12) (415/413) 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Latin III; a final grade of C and 
recommendation of teacher
This course provides an intensive study of Latin literature 
of the Golden Age. The course covers the syllabus of 
the Advanced Placement Examination in Latin: either the 
course in Virgil or the course in Latin literature.  Emphasis 
is placed on reading and translation skills, literary analysis, 
and the cultural and historical background of the works 

studied. Students will need to purchase the textbook(s).  
Students are encouraged to take the AP Exam. Students 
are responsible for half cost of the exam. The school will 
pay the entire cost of the exam for students who achieve 
a three or better.

ancient greek i (grades 9-12) (430)                                                                                                   
1 Credit
This course studies ancient Greek language and culture.   
The focus is on acquiring vocabulary, grammar and 
reading skills in Greek, along with essential cultural 
background, including knowledge of literature, art 
and history, in preparation for reading authentic Greek 
literature during the second year.

ancient greek ii (grades 10-12) (432)                                                                                                
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Ancient Greek I; a final grade of C 
in Ancient Greek I is highly recommended
Students continue their study of vocabulary, grammar 
and reading skills in Ancient Greek. Students continue 
their study of the culture and literature of Ancient Greece 
and end the year with readings from such authors as 
Xenophon, Lysias, the Greek lyric poets and other writers 
to be determined by the teacher.

ancient greek iii (grades 11-12) (434)                                                                                              
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Ancient Greek II; a final grade of C 
in Ancient Greek II is highly recommended
A continuation of Ancient Greek II; Students continue 
their study of vocabulary, grammar and reading skills in 
Ancient Greek. The course content consists of readings 
in authentic Greek literature, including selections from 
Xenophon, Lysias, the Greek lyric poets and other writers 
to be determined by the teacher.

ancient greek iv/uconn (grade 12) (435)                                                                                     
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Greek I, II, III; a final grade of C 
and recommendation of teacher
This course is an intensive study of Greek literature of the 
Golden Age of Athens. Students will read on complete 
tragedy	in	Greek,	usually	Sophocles’	Oedipus	Tyrranos.	In	
addition, students will read several other plays in English 
and study ancient history and philosophy as appropriate.  
Emphasis is placed on reading and translation skills, 
literary analysis and the cultural and historical 
background of the works studied.
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spanish i (grades 9-12) (419)                                                                                                                    
1 Credit
This course is designed to enable the student to acquire 
a basic mastery of vocabulary and grammar in order to 
write, read, speak, listen and translate; to acquire an 
awareness	of	other	cultures	and	one’s	own	culture,	and	
to improve his/her ability to communicate with others.

spanish ii (grades 10-12) (420)                                                                                                                
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Spanish I; a final grade of C 
in Spanish I is highly recommended
This course is designed to review what has been learned 
in Spanish I and to build upon this knowledge to increase 
the	students’	proficiency	in	the	basic	skills	of	listening,	
speaking, reading and writing. Students will also gain a 
greater awareness of countries and civilizations that speak 
Spanish and develop an appreciation for other cultures 
as well as their own.

spanish iii & iv (grades 11-12) (421/422)                                                                                              
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Spanish II & III; a final grade of C 
in Spanish II is highly recommended
These courses attempt to strengthen and expand upon 
the skills acquired from the two previous years of study.  
The	student	is	provided	the	opportunity	for	refinement	and	
expansion of the basic knowledge of speaking, reading, 
listening and writing. Much emphasis is placed upon 
cultural aspects.

ap/uconn spanish v (grade 12) (425)                                                                                                 
1 Credit
Prerequisite:  Spanish IV; a final grade of C 
and recommendation of teacher
This course will offer the Spanish V student, usually a 
senior, an opportunity to gain college credit through the 
program at The University of Connecticut and/or take 
the AP Spanish Language Exam. It will also give the 
student	the	opportunity	to	develop	proficiency	in	all	four	
language skills: listening, speaking, reading and writing.  
The student will buy the text for this course. Students 
are encouraged to take the AP Exam. Students are 
responsible for half cost of the exam. The school will pay 
the entire cost of the exam for students who achieve a 
three or better.  

a proven world-class  
educational Journey
tread by thousands... 

Gilbert has more than 8,000 living 
graduates, many of whom are successful 
professionals, artists, entrepreneurs, skilled 
tradespersons and dedicated public servants.  
Hundreds contribute their time and financial 
resources to help their alma mater further  
its mission and continue its legacy.
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STUDENTS OF THE GILBERT SCHOOL ARE ATTENDING THE FOLLOWING DISTINGUISHED COLLEGES AND UNIVERSITIES

 

AlbAny College of PhArmACy, ArCAdiA University, bAy PAth College, bentley University, boise stAte University, 

boston College, briArwood College, brighAm yoUng University, bryAnt College, CAzenoviA College, CentrAl 

ConneCtiCUt stAte University, College of the holy Cross, CUrry College, deAn College, delAwAre stAte 

University, eAstern ConneCtiCUt stAte University, eAstern University, fAirfield University, fisher College, 

fordhAm University, frAnklin PierCe University, hAmPshire College, Johnson stAte College, Johnson & wAles 

University, keAne stAte College, lAsAlle College, linColn College of new englAnd, linColn teChniCAl institUte, 

long islAnd University, mAine College of Art, mAssAChUsetts College of liberAl Arts, mitChell College, moUnt 

idA College, nAUgAtUCk vAlley CommUnity College, newbUry College, north CoUntry College, northwestern 

ConneCtiCUt CommUnity College, norwiCh University, PACe University, Porter And Chester institUte, Post 

University, ProvidenCe College, PUrdUe University, QUinniPiAC University, roChester institUte of teChnology, 

sACred heArt University, sAint Anselm College, sAint JosePh College, sAint JosePh’s College of mAine, sAlve 

reginA University, soUthern ConneCtiCUt stAte University, sPringfield College, st. John’s University, stonehill 

College, sUny mAritime, temPle University, the new englAnd institUte of Art, tUnxis CommUnity College, 

Union College, University of ColorAdo, University of ConneCtiCUt, University of hArtford, University of 

new hAmPshire, University of new hAven, University of mAssAChUsetts-Amherst, University of PittsbUrgh, 

Universit y of rhode isl And, Universit y of UtAh, Universit y of vermont, v ill AnovA Universit y, western 

ConneCtiCUt stAte Universit y, western new engl And Universit y, westfield stAte College, wheAton College 
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The Gilbert School 
our history

The Gilbert School is a privately endowed, tuition based independent New England 
Academy that serves as the public high school for the Town of Winchester. The 
school was founded in 1895 as the result of the bequest of William L. Gilbert who, 
in his will, made provision for the “establishment and maintenance of an institution 
of learning to be known as The Gilbert School”. He directed that the school should 
give instruction “for the improvement of mankind by affording such assistance and 
means of educating the young as will help them to become good citizens”.

 Mr. Gilbert named sixteen trustees who were to establish the school. 
Seven trustees were chosen to govern the school, forming The Gilbert 
School Committee. This committee was to be responsible or the  

 day-to-day operation of the new institution.

The school was opened on September 10, 1895, with Dr. John E. Clark as its 
Principal, a faculty of seven teachers, and a student body of 143 pupils. It was 
located on Park Place East, the site of the Northwestern Connecticut Community 
College. In September, 1959, a new school was built on Williams Avenue at the site 
of the former W. L. Gilbert Home with funds from the Gilbert Trust at no cost to 
the town.

For fifty-two years, from 1895 to 1947, the school operated tuition-free for the 
residents of the Town of Winchester. However, since 1947 it has been necessary to 
charge tuition to the Town of Winchester for students that they send to Gilbert.

In 1985, the Gilbert Trust provided for public representation on The Gilbert School 
Committee for the Town of Winchester.

In 1991, Gilbert was restructured into two separate and distinct corporations: The 
W. L. Gilbert Trust Corporation (Trust) and The W. L. Gilbert School Corporation 
(School Corp.). The School Corp. is comprised of five Directors appointed by The 
W. L. Gilbert Trust Corporation and four Directors appointed by the Winchester 
Board of Education. This change brought the school into a new era of school 
governance, whereby the State of Connecticut is able to provide direct funding  
for building and educational projects.

The School Corp. is responsible for the day-to-day operation of the school. It 
exercises final educational, financial and legal responsibility for the school. The 
structure enables the community that has students attending to take an active role 
in the governance of The Gilbert School. The Trust is a private entity that exists to 
support the long-term objectives of the school.  

The Gilbert School is fully accredited by the Connecticut State Department of 
Education and the New England Association of Schools and Colleges.

to learn more 
or to schedule a  

personal tour, please 
contact us at:

 
phone: 860-379-8521

Fax: 860-379-6163

200 williams avenue 
winsted, ct 06098

www.gilbertschool.org

The Gilbert SchoolG

Your Path to  
         Success Begins Here.. .


